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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  GREAT  COMMISSION. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  Boston. 

The  disciples  had  learned  to  trust  in 
our  Lord.  They  had  forsaken  all  and  fol- 
lowed Him.  They  had  received  their  ap- 
pointment from  Him  to  be  His  apostles. 
But  when  they  saw  Him  taken  by  wicked 
hands  and  crucified  and  slain  their  expec- 
tations were  all  dashed  to  shivers.  The 
Shepherd  had  been  smitten  and  the  sheep 
were  scattered.  Jewish  hatred  and  Roman 
power  had  prevailed.  They  had  seen  Him 
die  upon  the  cross  in  weakness  and  His 
body  laid  in  the  tomb.  They  had  hoped 
that  it  was  He  that  should  deliver  Israel. 
But  now  all  was  over.  And  there  was 
nothing  for  them  to  do  but  return  to  their 
former  occupations. 

It  was  therefore  necessary  that  some- 
thing be  done  to  recover  them  from  their 
disappointment  and  restore  their  lost  con- 
fidence. Our  Lord  must  convince  them 
that  He  is  superior  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
J ews ; superior  to  the  power  of  Rome.  He 
must  convince  them  that  by  dying  He 
gained  power  over  all  forces,  visible  and 
invisible.  He  appeared  in  the  body  after 
His  resurrection,  but  His  enemies  could 
not  see  Him  nor  touch  Him.  He  was  now 
entirely  beyond  their  reach.  And  He  was 
an  invisible  shield  between  His  people  and 
their  enemies.  He  had  power  to  hinder 
and  defeat  and  destroy  His  enemies — sub- 
due His  people  unto  Himself.  By  the 


seven  horns,  the  seven  spirits,  the  seven- 
fold operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost  He  over- 
comes His  foes;  by  the  seven  eyes,  the 
seven-fold  omniscience  of  our  Lord  He 
always  recognizes  the  condition  of  His 
friends  and  foes  in  all  its  detail,  and  by 
the  seven  lamps,  the  seven-fold  illumina- 
tion of  the  Holy  Spirit  He  enlightens  His 
people  and  makes  them  wise  unto  salvation 
and  they  become  a willing  people  in  the 
day  of  His  power. 

To  establish  them  in  this  conviction  He 
appeared  to  them  many  times  during  the 
forty  days  between  His  resurrection  and 
ascension,  and  several  times  repeated  their 
commission.  Matthew  tells  us  that  the 
disciples  went  into  Galilee  to  a mountain 
that  Jesus  had  appointed  them.  And 
when  they  saw  Him  they  worshipped  Him, 
but  some  doubted.  And  when  He  came 
to  them  He  said:  “All  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth  hath  been  given  me.  Go  ye 
therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of 
the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you.  And  lo  ! I am  with 
you  always,  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 
Amen.”  Mark  tells  that  Jesus  appeared 
to  the  disciples  while  they  wTere  at  meat 
and  upbraided  them  for  their  unbelief  and 
hardness  of  heart,  because  they  believed 
not  those  that  had  seen  Him  after  He 
had  arisen  from  the  dead.  And  He  said, 
“Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
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gospel  to  every  creature.”  Luke  tells  us 
that  our  Lord  made  His  disciples  wit- 
nesses of  the  things  concerning  Himself. 
And  He  would  send  the  promised  Spirit. 
And  they  were  to  tarry  at  Jerusalem  un- 
til they  were  endued  with  power  from  on 
high.  “And  He  led  them  out  as  far  as  to 
Bethany;  and  He  lifted  up  His  hand  and 
blessed  them.  And  it  came  to  pass,  while 
He  blessed  them,  He  was  parted  from 
them,  and  carried  up  into  heaven.  And 
they  worshipped  Him.”  In  the  Acts,  Luke 
connects  the  charge  to  the  disciples  to  re- 
main in  Jerusalem  until  they  be  endued 
with  power  from  on  high  with  the  Great 
Commission  given  on  the  Mount  of  Olives 
from  which  He  ascended.  “But  ye  shall 
receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  come  upon  you;  and  ye  shall  be  wit- 
nesses unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in 
all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  earth.  And  when 
He  had  spoken  these  things,  while  they 
beheld,  He  was  taken  up ; and  a cloud  re- 
ceived Him  out  of  their  sight.”  It  is  sug- 
gestive that  the  Great  Commission  was 
delivered  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  in  full 
view  of  the  scenes  of  His  recent  agony. 
Yonder  was  the  temple  where  the  Jewish 
Sanhedrin  had  given  sentence  against 
Him.  Not  far  away  was  the  Judgment 
Scat  of  Pontius  Pilate,  where  sentence  of 
death  was  pronounced.  Here  was  deep, 
dark  Gethsemane,  where  in  an  agony  He 
prayed  earnestly  and  His  sweat  was  as  it 
were  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to 
the  ground.  And  there,  outside  the  walls 
of  the  city,  was  Golgotha,  where  He  was 
crucified,  and  two  thieves  with  Him,  on 
either  side  one.  And  near  by  was  the  gar- 
den and  the  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea, 
where  He  had  been  laid,  and  the  Roman 
soldiers  left  to  keep  guard,  until  by  the 
angels  they  were  affrighted  and  fled  into 
the  city.  But  all  this  is  past.  He  has 
been  acknowledged  by  the  Father  in  His 


resurrection.  All  authority  and  power 
has  been  given  Him.  He  is  ready  now  to 
commission  His  ambassadors  and  send 
them  out  to  gather  the  fruits  of  His  vic- 
tory. 

The  mountain  where  the  Great  Commis- 
sion was  given  also  suggests  another 
scene.  When  Satan  tempted  our  Lord  in 
the  wilderness,  in  one  of  the  three  tempta- 
tions, he  took  Him  into  an  exceeding  high 
mountain  and  showed  Him  the  kingdoms 
of  the  world  and  the  glory  of  them.  Yon- 
der was  the  Chaldean  Empire,  with  its 
ancient  pomp  and  splendor.  On  the  oppo- 
site side  was  Egypt,  the  oldest  civilization, 
with  its  pyramids,  its  Thebes  with  an  hun- 
dred gates.  Over  the  Mediterranean  was 
Greece,  with  its  sculptured  beauty,  its 
philosophies,  its  literature  and  its  lan- 
guage. Beyond  was  Rome,  with  its  boasted 
power,  its  laws  and  courts,  its  army  and 
navy,  its  commerce  and  trade.  And  farther 
away  nation  after  nation  and  kingdom 
upon  kingdom  were  seen.  “All  these  are 
mine,”  said  the  tempter.  “I  am  the  god 
of  this  world.  And  I know  you  have  come 
to  purchase  them  by  death.  But  I will 
surrender  all  to  Thee  if  Thou  wilt  fall 
down  and  worship  me.”  But  the  Master 
drove  him  back  by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit: 
“It  is  written,  thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord 
thy  God  and  Him  only  shalt  thou  serve.” 
The  Saviour  met  the  tempter  again  and 
again  and  overcame  him.  He  fulfilled 
His  mission.  In  dying  He  destroyed  “him 
•d.-at  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the 
devil,  and  delivered  them  who  through 
fear  of  death  were  all  their  lifetime  sub- 
ject to  bondage.”  “He  spoiled  principali- 
ties and  powers  and  made  a show  of  them 
( ,.enly,  triumphing  over  them  in  His 
cross.”  And  now,  having  secured  all  that 
the  devil  offered  Him,  and  having  the  Fa- 
ther’s recognition  that  all  was  His,  He 
gives  His  disciples  the  Great  Commission. 

1.  The  Great  Commission  is  based  on 
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the  universal  mediatorial  dominion  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  “Go  ye  therefore.”  It 
is  as  if  He  said : “By  virtue  of  the  gift  of 
universal  dominion  received  from  the  Fa- 
ther as  a reward  for  My  sufferings  upon 
the  cross,  I have  chosen  you  and  ordained 
you,  that  ye  should  go  forth  and  preach 
My  kingdom.  I have  not.  selected  the 
house  of  Levi  for  this.  I have  not  called 
the  kings,  and  generals,  and  scholars  and 
millionaires  of  earth.  I have  not  appoint- 
ed the  holy  angels  to  do  this  for  Me.  But 
I have  appointed  you.”  And  to-day  He 
exercises  the  same  authority  to  the  same 
end.  “For  ye  see  your  calling,  brethren, 
how  that  not  many  wise  men  after  the 
flesh,  not  many-  mighty,  not  many  noble, 
are  called ; but  God  hath  chosen  the  foolish 
things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise; 
and  God  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of 
the  world  to  confound  the  things  that  are 
mighty ; and  base  things  of  the  world,  and 
things  which  are  despised,  hath  God 
chosen,  yea,  and  things  that  are  not,  to 
bring  to  naught  things  that  are,  that  no 
flesh  should  glory  in  His  presence.” 

It  also  intimates  that  He  has  a right  to 
send  Ilis  ambassadors  into  every  land,  be- 
cause the  dominion  is  His.  King  Edward 
VII.  of  Great  Britain  has  no  right  to  send 
his  ministers  to  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  our  citizens  to  bow  to  his  authority 
because  he  is  not  king  here,  or  anywhere 
else  except  in  British  territory.  President 
Roosevelt  has  no  right  to  send  his  minis- 
ters to  France  or  Germany,  calling  upon 
the  French  or  Germans  to  recognize  him 
as  their  Chief  Executive,  because  he  is  not 
President  over  those  countries,  but  only 
in  the  United  States.  But  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  absolute  dominion  over  all  na- 
tions. He  has  received  authority  to  rule 
in  the  midst  of  His  enemies  and  to  give 
life  to  as  many  as  the  Father  hath  given 
Him. 

And  coupled  with  this  is  an  intimation 


that  He  has  power  over  all  resources.  He 
is  the  Joseph  in  whose  hand  are  the  keys 
to  the  storehouses  of  every  land.  As  ii 
He  said : “These  Roman  roads  are  Mine. 
Upon  them  you  shall  go  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth  with  My  gospel.  These  ships  are 
Mine.  They  shall  carry  you  to  many  coun- 
tries. These  Roman  courts  are  Mine.  Be- 
fore them  you  shall  bear  witness  of  Me. 
These  languages  are  Mine.  In  them  you 
shall  write  and  speak  My  gospel  for  the 
salvation  of  the  nations.”  So  the  Re- 
deemer is  preparing  His  way  to-day.  He 
is  building  these  railroads  to  carry  His 
messengers  over  the  land.  He  is  building 
steamships  to  carry  His  messengers  to 
every  land.  He  is  using  scholars  to  trans- 
late the  Bible  into  every  language  and 
printing  presses  to  publish  them.  He  is 
using  telegraph  lines  and  submarine  cables 
to  carry  His  messages  around  the  world. 
The  gold  and  silver  are  His.  The  cattle 
on  a thousand  hills  are  His.  The  iron  and 
coal  and  oil  and  gas  fields  are  His.  He 
requisitions  these  as  His  kingdom  has 
need. 

All  ibis  is  spoken  to  and  for  the  Church. 
To  her  is  committed  the  oracles  of  God. 
upon  her  rests  the  responsibility  of  carry- 
ing the  gospel  to  every  creature.  And  in 
giving  her  the  Great  Commission  the  Re- 
deemer has  given  the  assurance  that  His 
resources  shall  all  be  placed  at  her  disposal 
as  she  undertakes  His  work. 

Our  Lord  claims,  not  only  the  control 
of  earthly,  but  heavenly  resources.  “All 
power  in  heaven  hath  been  given  unto 
Me  ” The  unseen  and  eternal  things  are 
under  His  hand.  When  He  came  down 
from  heaven  He  brought  heaven  down  to 
earth.  The  windows  of  heaven  were 
opened  and  the  light  of  heaven  fell  upon 
men’s  sons.  The  doors  of  heaven  were 
opened  and  the  angels  came  down  and 
sang  heaven’s  song  and  the  shepherds  of 
Bethlehem  heard  them.  “Glory  to  God  in 
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the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will 
toward  men.”  And  when  Jesus  returned 
to  heaven  He  lifted  earth  up  to  heaven. 
He  is  the  golden  ladder  uniting  earth  and 
heaven.  They  are  not  now  far  apart.  It 
is  dark  in  this  Egypt;  it  is  light  in  that 
Goshen.  The  dwellers  in  Egypt  cannot 
see  the  Goshenites.  But  the  Hebrews  m 
Goshen  can  see  the  Egyptians.  It  may  be 
He  sends  the  spirits  of  just  men  made 
perfect  across  the  border  with  messages 
of  love  to  their  dear  ones  on  earth.  It 
may  be  that  a believer  in  great  affliction  is 
visited  by  a dear  one  who  has  gone  before 
into  our  Father’s  house  and  who  speaks  to 
the  heart  a message  of  good  cheer.  I know 
that  in  times  of  distress  there  come  sweet 
thoughts  into  the  mind,  that  seem  to  be 
suggested  from  without.  And  why  may 
not  a dear  friend  be  sent  from  the  land  of 
light  to  whisper  that  thought  to  the  soul  ? 
I do  not  know  how  this  is.  It  may  be  so. 
But  I do  know  that  the  angels  are  all 
ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister 
to  those  who  are  the  heirs  of  salvation, 
When  Daniel  was  troubled  because  of  the 
captivity  of  his  people,  and  prayed  to  God 
for  help,  the  angel  Gabriel  was  commis- 
sioned to  visit  him,  and  being  caused  to 
fly  swiftly,  he  touched  him  about  the  time 
of  the  evening  sacrifice  and  said,  “0  man, 
greatly  beloved,  arise.”  When  our  Lord 
was  in  an  agony  and  prayed  more  earnestly 
and  His  sweat  poured  from  His  brow  as  it 
were  great  drops  of  blood  lulling  down  to 
the  ground,  an  angel  came  and  strength- 
ened Him.  When  Peter  was  in  prison  and 
the  brethren  were  assembled  praying  for 
him,  an  angel  came  to  him  as  he  slept  and 
touched  him  and  bid  him  arise.  And  his 
chains  fell  from  his  hands  and  feet,  but 
the  soldiers  to  whom  he  was  chained  were 
cast  into  a deep  sleep.  Then  the  angel 
bade  him  to  put  his  cloak  about  him  and 
follow.  The  prison  door  opened  as  the 
angel  touched  the  lock.  So  also  the  outer 


gate.  And  when  they  were  in  the  street 
Peter  was  sent  on  his  way.  When  Paul 
was  in  the  prison  of  Jerusalem,  the  angel 
appeared  and  gave  him  counsel  and  assur- 
ance. On  the  ship  in  the  storm-swept  sea 
the  angel  appeared  to  him  again  with  a 
message  of  comfort  and  assurance.  And 
to  John  on  Patmos  the  future  history  of 
the  Church  was  revealed  and  the  triumph 
of  Christ’s  kingdom  over  the  nations, 
while  an  angel  stood  by  him  and  inter- 
preted the  panoramic  vision. 

Now  there  are  just  as  many  angels  in 
heaven  to-day  as  in  those  Bible  times.  And 
ministers  at  home  and  missionaries  abroad, 
and  members  at  home  and  converts  abroad, 
need  their  services  now  just  as  much  as 
then.  And  is  it  too  much  to  believe  that 
they  are  an  army  of  helpers  always  round 
about  God’s  dear  children?  And  it  seems 
to  me  that  I can  see  the  countenances  of 
those  disciples  lose  their  sadness  and  take 
on  the  smile  of  joy  and  confidence  as  the 
Master  repeated  this  Great  Commission, 
and  they  said : “Here  we  are,  Lord,  send 
us  whithersoever  Thou  wilt !” 

2.  The  personal  presence  of  our  Lord 
with  those  whom  He  commissions.  “Lo !” 
As  if  He  would  say : “Give  special  atten- 
tion to  what  I am  now  to  declare,  for  it  is 
of  supreme  importance.”  “Lo ! I am 
with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.”  This  He  said  to  the  eleven.  Peter 
was  fickle.  He  cowered  before  a servant 
maid,  and  denied  with  oaths  that  he  knew 
the  Master.  And  yet  Christ  says : “I  am 
with  you,  Peter,  and  no  man  shall  set  on 
thee  to  do  thee  harm.”  Thomas  was  a 
constitutional  doubter.  He  must  have 
positive  evidence  upon  which  to  ground 
his  faith.  Except  he  see  the  print  of  the 
nails  in  His  hands  and  put  his  finger  in 
them,  and  thrust  his  hand  into  His  side, 
he  will  not  believe.  And  yet  Christ  says: 
“I  am  with  you,  Thomas.  I will  never,  no, 
never,  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee.”  All 
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the  disciples  forsook  Him  and  fled  on  the 
night  of  His  betrayal.  And  yet  Christ 
said  to  the  eleven : “Lo  ! I am  with  you.” 
I have  sometimes  doubts  and  fears.  “Who 
is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?”  is  to  me  an 
overwhelming  thought.  1 wonder  how  our 
God  and  Saviour  can  use  such  an  one  as  I 
am.  I can  see  how  He  could  use  David 
and  Isaiah  and  Daniel.  But  how  can  He 
use  such  weakness  as  is  here  ? But  when  I 
think  of  the  disciples,  all  of  them  weak, 
some  of  them  ignorant,  all  of  them  timid, 
I am  encouraged  to  believe  that  He  may 
use  my  weakness  as  the  channel  for  His 
almighty  power,  and  my  ignorance  as  the 
channel  for  His  infinite  wisdom,  and  my 
shortcoming  and  infirmity  as  the  channel 
for  His  infinite  holiness.  This  work  is  not 
ours ; it  is  His.  It  is  not  for  our  sakes  that 
He  gives  this  commission ; it  is  not  for  the 
sake  of  the  heathen ; but  it  is  for  His  own 
glory.  “Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that 
ye  bear  much  fruit.”  The  responsibility 
for  making  the  work  prosper  rests  with 
Him.  And  as  He  sends  His  ambassador 
to  preach,  so  He  prepares  His  people  to 
hear.  He  prepares  the  soil  to  receive  the 
good  seed  of  the  word.  I am  more  and 
more  convinced  of  this  as  the  work  goes 
on  that  Christ  never  sends  a minister  to 
preach  to  a congregation  without  sending 
some,  soul  to  hear  that  message,  and  be 
blessed  thereby.  And  this  thought  often 
sustains  when  there  is  no  visible  evidence 
that  the  husbandman  is  reaping  fruit  from 
his  labors.  “Lo ! I am  with  you  always 
Not  simply  in  trouble.  He  has  a special 
promise  for  the  time  of  trouble.  “When 
thou  passest  through  waters,  I will  be  with 
thee.”  But  here  is  a promise  of  present 
and  continuous  presence.  “I  am  with 
you.”  We  need  to  recognize  that  He  is 
here,  not  simply  coming,  and  our  privilege 
is  to  appropriate  that  divine  presence  by 
receiving  Him  into  our  hearts  and  being 
infilled  by  His  Spirit.  “Behold  I stand 


at  the  door  and  knock;  if  any  man  open 
unto  Me,  I will  come  in  and  sup  with  him 
and  he  with  Me.”  With  such  He  abides. 
“I  am  with  you  always.”  Friends  grow 
cold  and  withdraw  from  us.  But  He  is 
a friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a brother. 
Those  upon  whom  we  depended  for  sup- 
port are  alienated  and  turn  away.  But 
our  Lord  is  our  unseen,  but  ever-present 
helper.  By  day  and  night,  in  the  storm 
and  sunshine,  in  health  and  sickness,  in 
prosperity  and  adversity,  in  life  and  in 
death,  He  is  our  unfailing  help. 

“Even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.”  If 
this  had  not  been  added  the  promise  might 
have  been  limited  to  those  to  whom  it  was 
spoken.  But  this  widens  the  range.  “The 
end  of  the  world”  is  not  yet.  And  we  are 
therefore  included  in  the  scope  of  the 
promise.  Our  dear  missionaries  in  China, 
in  Syria,  in  Asia  Minor  and  in  Cyprus  are 
included  in  this  just  as  certainly  as  Paul 
and  Peter  and  John  and  James.  And 
those  in  the  field  and  those  at  home  who 
sustain  them  by  their  contributions,  their 
sympathies  and  their  prayers,  can  say  with 
the  Psalmist : “Thou  with  Thy  counsel 
while  I live  wilt  me  conduct  and 
guide.  And  to  Thy  glory  afterward 
receive  me  to  abide.”  May  God  use 
my  memory  for  storing  His  gospel 
and  my  imagination  to  conceive  something 
of  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and  my 
heart  for  the  fire  of  heaven  to  burn  upon, 
and  my  lips  to  speak  the  praises  of  our 
Saviour-King.  These  disciples  were  three 
and  a half  years  with  the  Lord.  What  a 
wonderful  preparation!  We  are  wont  to 
think : If  we  were  brought  up  at  the  feet 
of  the  great  orators ; if  we  had  listened  to 
tne  wise  men  of  the  earth,  then  we  might 
speak  for  the  King  of  glory.  But  what  He 
seeks  and  all  He  asks  is  consecration.  “My 
son,  give  Me  thine  heart.''  “If  there  be 
first  a willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  accord- 
ing to  that  a man  hath,  and  not  according 
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to  that  he  hath  not.”  When  Isaiah  had 
seen  the  vision  of  God’s  glory  and  had 
cried  out  in  humiliation  : “Woe  is  me,  for 
I am  a man  of  unclean  lips  and  I dwell 
in  the  midst  of  a people  of  unclean  lips,” 
God  said  : “Who  will  go  for  us  ?”  And 

the  prophet  said : “Here  am  I,  send  me  !” 
In  that  vision  he  saw  the  seraphim,  each 
one  having  six  wings,  “and  with  twain  he 
covered  his  face  and  with  twain  he  cov- 
ered his  feet.”  And  when  I think  of  this 
I feel  like  bowing  my  head  and  hiding  be- 
hind the  cross,  and  crying:  “Behold  the 

Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sins 
of  the  world.”  This  vision  is  possible  only 
to  those  who  deny  themselves  and  take  un 
the  cross  and  follow  Jesus.  Dr.  Robert 
Moffat  had  this  vision  in  South  Africa; 
William  Carey  and  Alexander  Duff  had  it 
in  India;  Dr.  Morrison  had  it  in  China; 
Adoniram  Judson  had  it  in  Burmah ; Dr. 
Hamlin  had  it  in  Constantinople,  and 
Brainard  had  it  in  the  New  England  for- 
ests. Our  missionaries  to-day  in  China, 
and  Syria,  and  Asia,  and  Cyprus  have  it. 

3.  The  victory  of  faith  is  secured  by 
this  divine  presence.  Peter  preached  on 
Pentecost  and  3,000  were  converted.  Soon 
5,000  were  added.  And  the  Lord  added 
daily  such  as  should  be  saved.  When  Paul 
preached  at  Antioch,  Ephesus,  Philippi, 
Corinth  and  other  cities,  the  Holy  Ghost 
fell  upon  his  hearers.  They  were  pricked 
in  their  hearts;  they  cried  out;  they  re- 
ceived the  anointing  of  the  noly  Spirit. 
Everywhere  the  Lord  was  with  the  apostles 
confirming  the  word  with  divers  signs  and 
wonders.  The  word  ran  speedily  and  pre- 
vailed mightily.  The  opposition  of  Juda- 
ism went  down  before  the  martyr  wit- 
nesses. The  power  of  Rome  fell  before  the 
might  of  God  in  the  gospel.  And  in  three 
centuries  Paganism  went  down  and  Chris- 
tianity ascended  the  throne  of  the  Caesars. 

To-day  the  sacramental  host  is  invad- 
ing every  land,  led  on  by  the  Conqueror, 


out  of  whose  mouth  proceedeth  the  sharp 
sword  with  two  edges.  By  it  He  will  sub- 
due the  people. 

In  the  2nd  Psalm  we  have  four  scenes 
of  the  Messiah’s  conquest.  In  the  first, 
drawn  upon  earth,  the  nations  and  their 
rulers  are  plotting  against  the  Lord  and 
His  Anointed  One,  proposing  to  break  the 
bands  of  His  authority  and  the  cords  of 
His  law.  This  is  interpreted  by  Peter  as 
referring  to  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate  and 
the  rulers  of  the  Jews,  together  with  the 
Gentiles  conspiring  to  do  with  the  Holy 
Child  Jesus  what  God  had  before  deter- 
mined to  do.  The  second  scene  is  in 
heaven.  The  Lord  has  exalted  Christ  to 
the  throne  of  universal  dominion.  He 
laughs  at  the  foolish  rebellion  of  men.  He 
vexes  them.  He  speaks  to  them  in  wrath. 
This  has  been  fulfilled  in  the  destruction 
of  Judaism  and  Rome  Pagan.  They  have 
long  since  disappeared  as  national  govern- 
ments. The  third  scene  is  in  the  church. 
The  Redeemer  appears,  bearing  the  bond 
of  the  everlasting  covenant,  in  which  He 
represents  His  people,  in  which  the  na- 
tions are  given  to  Him  for  an  inheritance 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for 
His  possession.  And  He  receives  authority 
to  execute  judgment  also  because  He  is 
the  Son  of  man.  “Thou  shaft  as  with  a 
weighty  rod  of  iron  break  them  all.  And 
as  a potter’s  sherd  Thou  shalt  dash  them 
in  pieces  small.”  France  was  deluged  in 
blood  in  the  Reippi  of  Terror  of  1792  and 
the  Prussian  war  of  1870.  The  United 
States  lay  in  the  dust  bleeding  at  every 
vein  in  the  slaveholder’s  rebellion  of  1861- 
5.  Spain  was  stripped  of  her  colonial  pos- 
sessions and  sent  back  to  the  peninsula 
four  years  ago  because  weighed  in  the  bal- 
ance and  found  wanting.  Great  Britain 
was  scourged  in  the  South  African  war, 
as  a reminder  that  “righteousness  exalteth 
a nation,  but  sin  is  a reproach  to  any  peo- 
ple.” These  are  as  certainly  the  strokes 
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of  the  “iron  rod”  as  the  fall  of  Babylon, 
Tyre,  Carthage,  or  Kome.  They  lead  to 
the  fourth  scene.  The  counsel  is  to  the  na- 
tions. “Be  wise  now  therefore,  0 ye  kings ; 
be  instructed,  ye  judges  of  the  earth;  serve 
the  Lord  in  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trem- 
bling ; kiss  the  Son,  lest  He  be  angry,  and 
ye  perish  from  the  way,  when  His  wrath  is 
kindled  but  a little.  Blessed  are  all  they 
that  trust  in  Him.”  Two  years  ago  God 
called  the  forces  of  the  Christian  nations 
to  China  to  protect  the  ministers  and  mis- 
sionaries besieged  in  Pekin  and  murdered 
by  the  Boxers  in  many  places.  God  meant 
to  prove  them.  The  United  States  easily 
stood  first  in  these  counsels.  The  most  fit 
shall  rule.  Not  commercial  imperialism, 
but  moral  allegiance  to  the  law  of  Christ 
secures  supremacy.  The  nations  are  one 
vast  brotherhood.  The  oceans  that  for- 


merly separated  are  now  the  connecting 
links  between  the  nations.  I used  to  won- 
der when  a boy  why  the  Gospels  ment  ion 
so  often  that  our  Lord  sat  by  the  sea  side, 
or  He  taught  from  the  ship  thrust  out  a 
little  while  the  people  stood  on  the  shore, 
or  He  was  asleep  in  the  ship  when  the 
storm  came  and  they  awoke  Him  and  He 
arose  and  rebuked  the  wind  and  there  was 
a great  calm,  or  He  came  walking  on  the 
sea  when  the  disciples  were  in  the  storm  by 
night.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  was  to 
teach  us  that  He  is  Lord  of  the  seas  and 
now  we  see  His  supremacy  manifested. 
All  nations  are  in  fellowship  by  sea,  and 
the  Master  is  teaching  us  that  Plis  way  to 
the  nations  is  on  the  sea  and  His  paths  in 
the  mighty  deep.  The  ships  carry  our 
commerce  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and 
our  missionaries  to  every  nation. 


Miss  Georgina  Smith,  who  played  so  great  a part  in  Peking  history  both  during  and 
after  the  siege,  is  going  home,  and  leaves  the  city  to-day.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that  had  the  diplomatic  world  in  Peking  listened  to  the  warnings  and  premonitions 
of  this  heroic  woman  in  1900  the  course  of  history  would  have  been  altered.  Her 
boundless  energy,  her  courage  and  decision  of  character,  if  devoted  to  anything  but 
altruistic  ends,  such  as  the  protection  of  the  humble  and  lowly,  would  have  raised 
her  to  an  historic  position.  Even  such  splendid  organizers  as  the  German  military 
staff  were  lost  in  admiration  at  the  resourcefulness  and  efficiency  shown  by  Miss 
Smith  in  sanitation.  —Peking  and  Tientsin  Times , Aug.  2,  1902. 


The  report  of  the  Italian  Government  describing  a great  shipwreck  said:  “A 

large  ship  was  seen  coming  to  shore  last  night  ; we  endeavored  to  give  every 
assistance  through  the  speaking-trumpet,  nevertheless  401  bodies  were  washed  ashore 
this  morning.”  That  shows  the  futility  of  attempting  to  save  men  by  speech.  It  is 
not  the  whole  truth,  but  it  is  a part  of  the  truth.  In  saving  men  it  is  very  often  a life 
for  a life  ; you  have  to  give  your  life  to  the  men  whom  you  are  trying  to  better.  About 
the  least  Christian  act  a man  can  do  for  his  brother  is  to  talk  about  Christianity  ; 
the  case  is  of  a man  laying  down  his  life  as  Christ  laid  down  his  life.— Henry 
Drummond. 

“ An  old  rule  was  that  the  bow  should  be  just  as  long  as  the  archer  was  tall. 
Talmage  said  that  this  rule  works  as  well  in  spiritual  matters:  ‘ The  good  man  can 

send  forth  into  the  world  corresponds  exactly  to  his  spiritual  stature.’  But  let  no  one 
think  that  this  need  ever  be  slight,  for  we  may  all  grow,  as  Paul  said  to  the 
Ephesians,  ‘unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ.’  ” 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — Miss  Maggie  B.  Ed- 
gar, writing  Nov.  25,  1902,  says: 

Our  circle  is  complete  once  more  after 
the  summer  separations,  and  all  are  busy 
as  usual.  Often  we  hardly  see  one  another 
tli  rough  the  week  until  our  gathering  to- 
gether for  the  Friday  evening  prayer  meet- 
ing. 1 think  we  all  regard  that  as  the 
pleasantest  hour  in  the  week,  and  I am 
sure  we  often  gain  strength  and  profit 
from  it  for  days  to  come. 

School  work  goes  on  as  usual,  but  there 
is  really  nothing  to  write  about  it,  as  there 
is  nothing  startling  or  unusual  in  seed- 
sowing. That  goes  on  quietly,  day  after 
day,  though  we  earnestly  expect  fruit  to 
appear  some  time.  One  of  our  boys,  who 
finished  the  course  here  a year  ago,  has 
gone  to  Beirut  College  this  year.  He  has 
given  some  evidence  of  being  a real  Chris- 
tian, and  we  hope  he  will  become  a useful 
man.  College  life  in  Beirut  is  full  of 
temptations  as  it  is  at  home,  though  some 
of  them  are  perhaps  of  a difi'erent  kind, 
and  we  feel  that  the  boys  who  go  there 
from  us  have  special  need  of  our  prayers. 
Another  of  our  boys  has  specially  enlisted 
our  sympathies.  An  orphan,  and  without 
brothers  or  sisters,  he  came  to  Latakia  as 
servant  in  one  of  the  houses  in  town.  After 
two  or  three  years  he  was  very  anxious 
to  come  to  school  and  was  received  into 
the  boarding  school.  From  the  first  he 
was  studious  and  teachable,  but  it  was 
only  within  the  last  two  years  that  he 
made  up  his  mind  to  become  a member 
of  the  Protestant  Church.  The  people  In' 
had  been  with  here  are  very  bigoted 
Greeks,  and  when  be  finally  joined  us 
they  would  for  some  time  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  him.  During  the  last  two 


or  three  years  he  wras  in  school  he  vras  not 
in  good  health,  but  it  was  not  certainly 
known  what  the  disease  was.  The  native 
people  began  to  suspect  that  it  w-as  lep- 
rosy, and,  as  he  W'as  getting  worse.  Dr. 
Balph,  during  this  summer,  sent  him  to 
Beirut.  The  doctors  there  decided  the 
matter,  and  sent  him  to  the  leper  hospital 
in  Jerusalem.  He  never  gave  up  the  hope 
that  he  would  get  better  until  he  went 
there.  He  vrould  have  liked  to  be  a teach- 
er, and  it  has  been  hard  for  him  to  submit 
to  his  affliction.  He  is,  we  believe,  a real 
Christian,  and  we  are  very  sorry  for  him. 
It  would  have  been  easier  for  him  could 
he  have  remained  among  those  whom  he 
has  known  as  his  friends,  instead  of  going 
away  to  die  among  strangers,  but  it  wrould 
not  have  been  safe  for  others,  and  we 
know  grace  will  be  given  him  to  bear  what- 
ever God,  in  His  providence,  sees  best  for 
him.  Recently,  in  a letter  to  one  of  our 
teachers,  he  said  he  did  not  expect  to  see 
his  friends  here  again  until  he  met  them 
in  the  Heavenly  Jerusalem.  Surely  his. 
days  in  school  uTere  not  lost  when  they 
have  prepared  him  for  that  place  where 
none  shall  say,  “1  am  sick.”  May  wre  not 
ask  that  the  young  people  at  home  will 
pray  for  this  young  man  who,  just  when 
life  is  sweetest;  must  spend  months  in 
weakness  and  pain,  suffering  from  the  ter- 
rible disease  of  leprosy. 

Suadia,  Syria. — A private  letter  from 
Rev.  J.  B.  Dodds,  dated  Oct.  31,  1902,  con- 
tains an  item  or  two  that  may  be  given  to 
the  press : 

I have  thirty  boys  nowr  in  the  boarding 
school  out  of  some  fifty-five  applicants. 
Many  will  yet  have  to  be  refused.  One 
little  fellow'  told  his  people  that  he  wmuld 
run  away  ten  times  a day  if  they  would  not 
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let  him  come  to  school.  But  I could  not 
take  him  for  lack  of  room. 

Our  church  services  are  better  attended. 
People  give  better  heed  and  seem  to  be 
getting  a better  idea  of  what  these  services 
mean. 


Miss  Cunningham  also  wrote,  Nov.  13, 
1902,  as  follows : 

We  have  fine  large  schools  this  year  and 
hope  that  many  of  these  poor  children 
whom  we  have  gathered  from  all  sects  and 
conditions  may  be  taught  of  God.  All  the 
services  of  the  church  have  been  extremely 
well  attended  during  the  year,  and  people 
seem  to  give  very  marked  attention  to  the 
word.  That  is  all  that  we  can  say  at 
present,  as  results  are  hidden  from  our 
view.  It  is  sometimes  a marvel  to  me  to 
see  the  women  coming  in  such  weather 
and  quite  a long  distance  to  the  women’s 
meeting,  and  yet  so  few  of  them  deciding 
to  give  their  lives  to  Christ.  I hope  I am 
not  looking  too  anxiously  for  results,  but 
one  does  long  to  see  souls  coming  into  the 
kingdom  and  to  the  light  and  happiness 
that  are  to  be  found  alone  in  Jesus.  One 
of  our  neighbors,  who  used  to  be  greatly 
opposed  to  our  meeting  and  also  to  the 
other  women  for  coming,  deriding  them 
and  scoffing  at  our  religion,  began  this 
year,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  to  attend  the 
meetings  herself,  and  gave  good  attention. 
The  very  last  meeting  she  was  at  she  was 
moved  to  tears  anil  said  to  me  afterwards, 
“We  have  not  thought  nor  known  anything 
about  the  Lord  Jesus.”  A day  or  two  after 
that  she  had  an  abscess  on  her  foot,  which 
she  opened  herself.  Blood  poisoning  set 
in,  and  while  struggling  with  that  she 
took  pneumonia.  In  her  illness  she  would 
not  hear  a word  about  Christ ; told  me  not 
to  talk  to  her  any  more  on  that  subject, 
although  glad  to  see  me,  and  even  refused 
permission  to  the  Bible  woman  to  go  and 
read  to  her.  The  neighbors  said  that  it  was 


terrible  to  hear  her  swearing  up  to  the  last 
moment  of  her  life.  As  she  got  weaker  she 
got  her  son  to  borrow  some  money  and  go 
to  a pagan  shrine  about  two  days  away. 
He  got  back  a few  minutes  before  she  died 
with  a charm  that  was  to  restore  her  to 
perfect  health.  It  was  a very  sad  case. 
Her  little  daughter  is  in  the  boarding 
school  and  seems  a nice,  bright  child.  No 
one  showed  the  least  concern  when  the 
mother  died.  How  much  we  need  the 
Spirit  of  God  to  convict  of  sin  and  to 
convert ! 

<1 

Alexandretta,  Syria. — A private  let- 
ter from  Rev.  S.  H.  Kennedy,  of  the  Irish 
Syrian  Mission,  dated  November  26,  1902, 
informs  us  that  he  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  are 
now  settled  at  Alexandretta.  “The  house 
secured,”  he  writes,  “is  fairly  satisfactory. 
It  consists  of  two  stories  which  are  self- 
contained.  We  live  on  the  upper  floor 
and  intend  using  the  lower  for  our  meet- 
ings. On  each  of  the  four  Sabbaths  we 
have  been  here,  we  have  had  two  services, 
and  the  attendance  at  our  meetings  has 
been  very  encouraging.  I have  also  started 
a communicants’  class  on  Tuesday  even- 
ings for  the  . five  persons  who  had  given 
their  names  before  we  left  for  home  May, 
1901,  and  for  any  others  who  may  wish  to 
join  us.  At  this  class  we  are  studying 
the  Shorter  Catechism.  Besides  this,  we 
have  a meeting  on  Thursday  evening.  We 
have  not  yet  opened  a school;  but  hope  to 
get  a permit  by  and  by.  * * * 

“We  are  both  quite  well  and  are  glad  to 
be  back  at  our  work  again.  Our  visit  home 
has  been  of  untold  benefit  to  both,  and  we 
hope  to  be  able  for  a good  long  term  of 
service  before  we  need  another  furlough.” 

China. — We  have  a very  interesting  let- 
ter from  Dr.  J.  Maude  George,  dated  Tak 
Hing,  October  21,  1902,  from  which  we 
make  the  following  extracts : 
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The  weather  turned  very  hot  in  Sep- 
tember and  Miss  Torrence  and  1 had  to 
give  up  our  books  and  go  to  the  shore  for 
a few  weeks.  We  were  in  Macao  over  two 
Sabbaths.  Macao  is  settled  by  the  Portu- 
guese and  is  Catholic.  I never  heard  so 
much  noise  on  the  Sabbath  anywhere. 
We  were  awakened  by  the  band  playing- 
national  airs — on  its  way  to  escort  the 
Governor  to  early  mass.  Those  who  at- 
tended the  cathedral  told  us  that  the  band 
played  opera  music  during  the  entire  ser- 
vice— even  during  prayer.  The  entire  con- 
gregation arose  when  the  Governor  en- 
tered, and  the  worship  of  the  true  God, 
who  is  a Spirit,  seemed  far  from  their 
thought.  The  second  Sabbath  they  had  a 
religious  parade  in  which  thev  carried  an 
image  of  Christ,  and  had  little  children 
dressed  as  angels,  with  gauze  wings,  walk- 
ing in  the  parade.  I did  not  see  the 
parade,  as  we  went  to  church  in  the  Eng- 
lish chapel,  but  we  passed  some  of  the 
“angels”  on  our  way. 

A few  days  later,  in  Canton,  I talked 
with  a doctor  who  is  here  in  the  interests 
of  science.  I had  understood  that  he  was 
not  in  sympathy  with  churches  and  mis- 
sionaries, but,  to  my  surprise,  he  expressed 
himself  in  this  way.  “I  believe  in  living  a 
straight  life  before  God,  but  all  these 
forms  and  ceremouies  are  humbug.”  I 
said  that  I agreed  with  him  perfectly,  and 
that  the  religion  of  our  Church  was  simple 
and  our  worship  without  forms.  “Well,” 
he  said,  “mine  was  not.  I was  raised  a 
Roman  Catholic,  and  I tell  you  its  forms 
and  ceremonies  are  humbug.”  He  then 
told  me  of  the  awful  blasphemies  in  the 
name  of  religion  in  the  Philippines,  and  1 
could  believe  them  after  seeing  Macao. 
He  said,  “It  is  no  wonder  the  Chinese  are 
bewildered.  The  educated  Chinaman  de- 
cides that  the  worship  of  idols  and  of 
ancestors  is  humbug  and  he  comes  into  our 
Church,  and  here  he  sees  the  images  and 


the  worship  of  saints,  and  he  says  that  is 
humbug,  too.”  And  so,  again,  I felt  our 
little  Covenanter  Church  is  right  in  keep- 
ing free  from  ceremonjq  and  all  the 
Protestant  churches  would  do  well  to  prize 
their  birthright. 

When  we  reached  home  we  found  Mr. 
Robb  looking  very  pale.  Mrs.  Robb  had 
successfully  nursed  him  through  a sick- 
ness which  might  have  been  quite  serious. 
We  are  grateful  to  God  “who  healeth  all 
our  diseases.”  The  missionaries  had  also 
cared  for  a sick  neighbor  and  her  tiny  baby 
in  our  absence.  Mrs.  Robb  had  taken  the 
baby  into  her  home  and  had  cared  for  it 
for  three  days  and  nights. 

Mr.  Robb  has  now  gone  to  meet  the 
newcomers  and  we  are  joyfully  anticipat- 
ing the  meeting  here  next  week. 

Perhaps  no  one  has  written  you  of  the 
deep  interest  which  all  the  Chinese  show 
in  the  Old  Testament  Bible  stories.  Mr. 
Robb  has  been  taking  them  up  in  order, 
and  it  would  do  your  heart  good  to  see  the 
audience.  The  story  of  Abraham’s  trial 
thrilled,  them — the  sacrifice  of  an  only  son 
appealed  strongly  to  the  Chinese.  Mr. 
Robb  told  it  most  graphically  and  the  peo- 
ple leaned  forward,  intent  on  every  word. 
When  he  raised  his  arm  to  slay  Isaac  they 
seemed  to  rise  from  their  chairs  in  their 
anxiety.  Mr.  Robb’s  own  eyes  filled  with 
tears,  and  then  the  voice  of  God  came,  and 
the  people  settled  back  with  such  evident 
satisfaction  and  relief.  These  Old  Testa- 
ment stories  are  so  rich  in  lessons  for  us, 
and  their  oriental  setting  is  peculiarly 
fitted  to  these  people. 

November  10,  1902,  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 
wrote : I am  happy  to  be  able  to  tell  you 
that  the  new  band  of  missionaries  arrived 
in  due  time.  Doubtless  the  cable  told 
you  this  some  time  ago.  I met  them  in 
Hong  Kong  and  we  had  a very  pleasant 
trip  up  river.  They  are  all  in  excellent 
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health,  and  it  seems  fine  to  see  people  so 
full  of  vigor.  They  also  take  an  exceed- 
ingly sensible  view  of  things,  and  I feel 
sure  will  all  get  along  finely  with  the 
Chinese.  The  baby  is  wonderfully  popu- 
lar, especially  with  our  little  ones.  There 
has  been  a 'little  delay  in  getting  their 
goods  through  the  Chinese  Customs.  We 
have  that  abomination  to  deal  with  since 
our  return,  and  consequent  delay  in  get- 
ting settled  down  to  study.  However, 
Dr.  Wright  and  wife  put  in  a full  week 
and  the  other  teacher  having  to  take  five 
days  to  bury  an  uncle,  left  the  other  ones 
time  for  doing  some  other  necessary 
things.  We  are  still  without  a native 
helper. 

An  incident  of  last  week,  however, 
serves  to  show  that  we  are  gaining  some 
ground  in  the  understanding  and  estima- 
tion of  the  people.  For  several  months 
there  was  considerable  petty  thieving 
from  our  servants.  Nothing  of  ours  was 
taken,  but  several  times  the  cook  lost 
clothing.  Finally,  a man  stole  some  six 
dollars’  worth  in  such  a way  that  there 
was  no  doubt  about  who  the  culprit  was. 
I reported  the  matter  to  the  official,  and 
simultaneously  the  man  left  the  district. 
Now  what  does  our  enlightened  official 
do,  but  find  two  men  of  the  same  name, 
though  unrelated  according  to  Western 
standards,  who  are  in  business  in  the 
city,  seize  them  and  demand  that  they 
make  restitution.  Report  says  that  his 
underlings  paid  him  thirty  dollars  for 
the  privilege  of  managing  the  case. 
Of  course,  they  expected  to  clear  money 
on  it.  One  of  the  innocent  men  came  to 
me  in  great  trouble  and  said  ‘ they  had 
seized  him  and  demanded  fourteen  dol- 
lars inside  four  days.  The  fact  that  they 
could  renew  these  demands  at  any  time 
for  any  amount,  even  for  years  to  come, 
made  the  prospect  .rather  dismal  for  the 
man.  The  death  of  the  official’s  mother 


just  at  this  juncture  made  it  impossible 
to  see  him  personally,  and  any  discussion 
of  the  affair  with  his  underlings  never 
reached  his  ears.  Finally,  I wrote  that 
I should  report  the  matter  to  the  Vice- 
roy. That  letter  reached  the  official  him- 
self, as  I intended  it  should,  and  the  re- 
sult was  a prompt  withdrawal  of  the 
charge  against  the  innocent  men  and  an 
e laborate  apology  for  not  seeing  me  per- 


GUAVA  TREE.  FRUIT  NEAR  THE  TOP. 

sonally.  Now,  the  gratifying  thing  is 
that  every  one  says  we  are  quite  right  in 
seeking  punishment  for  the  culprit,  and 
that  no  one  ever  thought  of  blaming  us 
for  the  charge  against  the  innocent  men. 
They  all  said  that  was  the  official’s  work. 
Now  that  we  have  secured  their  release 
and  ask  the  punishment  of  the  culprit 
himself,  public  sentiment  is  decidedly 
leaning  our  way.  When  we  remember 
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the  suspicion  and  the  villainous  placards 
of  three  years  ago,  we  feel  that  progress 
is  being  made  in  the  direction  of  the 
necessary  foundation  for  successful  work, 
the  absolute  confidence  of  the  people.  The 
services,  since  we  have  been  able  to  re- 
new them  after  my  illness,  are  well  at- 
tended and  some  are  exceedingly  anxious 
to  unite  with  the  church.  However,  those 
most  anxious  are  not  best  prepared,  so 
far  as  we  can  see,  and  we  think  it  well  to 
hasten  slowly. 

The  fall  weather  is  here,  cool  and  brac- 
ing, and  altogether  delightful,  and  one 
feels  that  living  is  a pleasure. 

In  the  survey  of  the  work  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board,  presented  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing at  Oberlin,  0.,  October  15,  1902,  Bev. 
Judson  Smith,  D.D.,  says: 

In  Northern  China,  the  scene  of  the  vio- 
lent disturbance  of  two  years  since,  civil 
government  is  fully  re-established,  the 
court  lias  returned  to  Peking,  and  things 
have  resumed  their  usual  course.  The 
capture  of  Peking  and  its  occupation  by 
foreign  troops  for  a full  year,  and  the  hu- 
miliation inflicted  on  Pao-ting-fu  and 
Tientsin,  are  not  likely  soon  to  be  for- 
gotten ; and,  whether  from  fear  or  actual 
change  of  policy,  the  government  under 
the  Empress  Dowager  scrupulously  re- 
spects the  rights  of  foreigners  under  the 
treaty,  has  paid  the  first  instalment  upon 
the  indemnity  promised,  is  creating  great 
central  schools  for  Western  learning  under 
foreign  direction,  and  is  putting  into  force 
several  of  the  reforming  edicts  issued  by 
the  Emperor  in  the  summer  of  1898.  Per- 
fect confidence  is  not  yet  restored;  occa- 
sional anti-foreign  outbreaks  appear;  re- 
bellion against  the  constituted  authorities 
is  active  in  the  south ; and  the  ugly  scars 
of  the  fire  and  pillage  and  bloodshed  of 
two  years  since  remain  here  and  there  to 
remind  one  of  that  fearful  upheaval.  But 


in  spite  of  these  things,  missionary  work 
is  re-established  almost  everywhere  in  the 
Provinces  of  Chihli  and  Shantung,  and  to 
a good  degree  in  Shansi.  The  mission- 
aries move  freely  and  safely  through  the 
country;  chapels  are  reopened  and  used; 
schools  are  re-established  and  building 
operations  are  carried  on  with  great  en- 
ergy and  without  a thought  of  molestation 
either  by  the  people  or  the  government. 
So  far  as  now  appears,  the  missionary 
work,  which  two  years  since  received  such 
a stunning  blow  and  seemed  so  nearly 
destroyed,  will,  within  another  year,  have 
resumed  full  proportions  in  all  lines  and 
throughout  the  seat  of  the  uprising.  In 
Shansi,  where  Yu  Hsien  wrought  the 
greatest  havoc,  and  deemed  himself  to 
have  silenced  forever  the  voice  of  Chris- 
tian faith  and  worship,  the  gospel  is 
preached  as  freely  to-day  as  three  years 
ago ; a University  for  Western  learning  is 
established  and  supported  by  imperial  au- 
thority, and  is  placed  under  the  presidency 
of  an  Englishman,  many  years  a mission- 
ary in  the  province.  • The  building  of  rail- 
roads is  going  on  with  great  energy;  man- 
ufactures with  Western  machinery  are  en- 
couraged; and  the  times  are  propitious  in 
a high  degree  to  the  full  resumption  not 
only  of  missionary  effort  of  every  sort, 
but  also  for  the  introduction  of  Western 
learning  and  arts  and  trade.  It  is  the 
time  for  missionary  societies  to  put  forth 
their  greatest  efforts,  to  employ  their  best 
men,  to  seize  and  effectually  occupy 
strategic  points,  and  give,  as  they  may,  a 
permanent  impulse  of  the  nation’s  best 
life  toward  progress  and  capable  govern- 
ment and  political  power.  Money  and 
men  are  wisely  massed  to  meet  an  emer- 
gency like  this. 

The  following  item  from  Dr.  Griffith 
John  appears  in  London  Chronicle  for 
December,  1902: 
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On  my  visit  to  Changsha,  in  June,  I 
arranged  with  the  officials  for  distributing 
books.  There  were  present  at  the  exam- 
ination about  12,000  students,  and  about 
8,000  packets  of  books  were  given  away 
on  the  occasion,  each  packet  consist- 
ing of  an  annotated  copy  of  one  of  the 
Gospels,  a copy  of  the  “Gate  of  Wisdom 
and  Virtue,”  an  eighty-page  book  prepared 
bv  me  for  this  special  purpose,  an  article 
on  “Religious  Toleration”  by  the  Viceroy, 
Chang  Chill  Tung,  with  an  introduction 
by  myself,  an  anti-footbinding  tract,  a 
tract  on  the  nature  of  God,  and  a trans- 
lated sermon  on  “Creation  and  Redemp- 
tion.” In  addition  to  these,  about  2,000 
copies  of  the  Diffusion  Society's  publica- 
tions were  also  given  away.  The  whole 
consignment  weighed  considerably  over  a 
ton,  and  represented  a money  value  of 
about  £100.  All  the  missionaries  in 
Changsha  joined  in  | the- work  of  distribu- 
tion ; the  officials  were  very  friendly,  and 
did  all  in  their  power  to  make  the  task 
easy  and  pleasant,  and  the  scholars  re- 
ceived the  books  willingly  and  gratefully. 
* * * This  is  the  first  distribution  of 

Christian  books  ever  made  at  any  examin- 
ation in  Hunan.  Three  years  ag< ■ the 
thing  would  have  been  impossible.  The 
last  Triennial  Examination  at  Changsha 
was  held  in  1897 ; it  would  have  been  as 
much  as  any  foreigner’s  life  was  worth  to 
attempt  to  enter  Changsha  at  that  time. 
The  change  in  Hunan  is  something  won- 
derful. Changsha  is  now  as  open  as  Han- 
kow, and  we  are  carrying  on  our  work 
there  with  as  much  ease  and  sense  of  se- 
curity as  we  do  here.  Let  us  not  forget 
these  books.  They  are  gone  to  every  part 
of  Hunan ; they  are  in  the  hands  of  thou- 
sands of  Hunan’s  best  scholars;  they  will 
be  read  by  tens  of  thousands  of  the  most 
thoughtful  people  in  that  great  province. 
Let  us  earnestly  pray  that  God’s  Spirit 
may  so  open  the  minds  of  the  readers  of 


these  books  that  they  shall  find  in  them  the 
way  of  salvation. 

India. — In  the  survey  of  the  work  of 
the  American  Board  for  1901-02,  Rev. 
James  L.  Barton,  D.D.,  says: 

There  has  been  a marked  growth  in 
the  churches  in  this  group  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  especially  in  those  of 
the  Marathi  Mission.  In  this  one  mission 
nearly  1,100  persons  were  received  to 
church  membership  last  year  upon  pro- 
fession of  their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  One 
entire  caste  is  urging  that  a missionary  be 
sent  to  them  to  be  his  sole  charge.  In 
Southern  India,  in  the  Madura  Mission, 
the  number  of  villages  ready  to  give  up 
their  idols  and  put  themselves  under  the 
instruction  of  a preacher  and  their  chil- 
dren into  a Christian  school,  is  greater 
than  our  missionaries,  with  their  limited 
financial  resources,  can  supply  with 
preachers  and  teachers.  We  have  indeed 
in  India  the  spectacle  of  a harvest  ready 
for  the  gathering,  with  resources  so  lim- 
ited that  much  seems  to  be  going  to  waste. 
In  Jaffna,  Ceylon,  the  three  missions  at 
work  there — the  Church  Missionary  So- 
ciety and  the  Wesleyan,  both  of  England, 
with  our  own,  are  engaged  at  the  present 
time  in  a series  of  united  evangelistic  ser- 
vices covering  their  entire  field.  There  are 
limitless  opportunities  in  these  three  mis- 
sions for  preaching  the  Gospel  to  people 
who  listen  eagerly  and  who  quickly  re- 
spond. 

The  educational  work  of  these  missions 
is  most  closely  allied  with  the  evangelistic 
work.  Each  one  of  the  pupils  in  our 
schools  has  daily  religious  instruction. 
The  station  boarding  schools  are  conducted 
with  the  purpose  of  leading  each  one  of 
the  pupils  to  Christ.  Few  pass  through 
these  schools  without  becoming  Christians. 
The  system  ranges  from  the  crude  village 
school,  sometimes  under  a tree  or  a 
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thatched  shed,  or  in  a more  substantial 
house,  up  through  all  grades  to  Pasumalai 
College  in  Pasumalai,  Madura,  with  400 
pupils  in  ail  departments,  giving  the'  First 
in  Arts  Course,  and  to  Jaffna  College,  the 
first  and  most  important  institution  in 
Ceylon,  giving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  in 
Arts,  and  the  two  theological  schools,  one 
in  each  of  the  Indian  missions.  The 
schools  of  these  missions  are  crowded  with 
students,  and  their  influence  upon  all  the 
work  and  upon  Indian  thought  and  so- 
ciety is  of  the  greatest  value. 

The  medical  work  has  taken  deep  root 
in  Jaffna,  where  we  have  two  well- 
equipped  hospitals;  in  Madura  where 
there  are  the  same  number,  and  in  Ahmed- 
nagar  where  a fine  hospital  is  in  process  of 
construction  upon  land  donated  by  the 
Government.  Over  137,000  patients  were 
seen  last  year  by  our  medical  staff,  and 
each  one  witnessed  a demonstration  of 
practical  Christianity  which  he  could  un- 
derstand and  the  lessons  of  which  many 
treasure  in  their  heart. 

Africa. — The  Intelligencer  for  May 
contains  a full  statistical  report  of  the 
English  Church  Mission  in  Central  Africa 
for  the  year  1901.  Uganda,  a name  for- 
merly applied  only  to  the  region  ‘of  the 
great  Lake  Victoria,  but  now  including  the 
kingdoms  of  Toro,  Usoga,  Busoga,  Bun- 
goro  and  Usukuma,  supplies  the  following 
statistics:  Native  ministers,  27;  native 
Christian  teachers,  1,988  males  and  420 
females;  communicants,  9,865;  adherents, 
34,239,  counting  all  baptized  members, 
and  including  4,067  adults  thus  received 
last  year,  an  increase  of  887  over  the  adult 
baptisms  of  the  previous  year;  and  pupils 
under  religious  instruction,  12,363. 

The  chapel  at  the  Sabbath  service  on  the 
Zambesi  is  often  quite  full.  Slaves  carrv 
in  chairs  for  the  chief  Litia  and  his  wife. 


and  for  the  princess  Akanangisod  and 
her  husband.  Before  the  service  the  con- 
gregation is  squatting  outside  the  chapel; 
when  Litia  passes,  all  kneel  and  clap  their 
hands;  he  never  replies  to  their  saluta- 
tions, for  this  would  not  be  royal.  He  en- 
ters majestically,  following  the  mission- 
ary ; behind  him  comes  a long  procession 
of  men,  who  seat  themselves  on  their  mats ; 
the  young  lads  come  in  chattering,  and 
squat  on  the  ground  before  the  pulpit. 
Then,  always  late,  come  the  two  princesses 
with  their  long  train  of  women.  * * * 

The  men  are  very,  very  attentive — to  look 
at  their  faces  you  would  say  that  they  un- 
derstood everything.  They  sing  very  well, 
Litia  especially.  He  also  prays  sometimes. 
He  is  very  well  mannered,  lias  brilliant 
eyes,  and  a pleasing  smile.  He  is  always 
well  dressed,  with  a stiff  collar,  starched 
cuffs,  dazzling  shirt  front,  black  coat,  pol- 
ished shoes.  He  bows  like  a perfect  gen- 
tleman. The  chiefs  are  tall  and  majestic, 
with  long  mantles  and  bright-colored 
blankets.  Then  comes  a curious  mixture 
of  European  and  native  dress— flannel  and 
cotton  shirts,  long  aprons,  short  aprons, 
waistcoats  without  trousers,  trousers  cut 
at  the  knees,  red  jackets,  high  boots,  low 
shoes,  felt  hats,  everything  you  can  imag- 
ine.— Journal  des  Missions  Evangeliques. 


The  Barotse  king,  Levanika,  of  whom 
we  have  heard  much  in  connection  witn 
the  French  Mission  on  the  Zambesi,  has 
long  eagerly  desired  to  visit  England,  and 
has  now  had  his  wish  gratified,  as  the  pub- 
lic prints  have  announced.  An  employee 
of  the  British  Government  was  charged 
with  conducting  him  and  four  of  his  peo- 
ple to  the  Cape,  where  Colonel  Harding, 
who  represents  the  Chartered  Company  at 
the  Zambesi,  waited  to  escort  him  to  Lon- 
don to  attend  the  coronation  of  King  Ed- 
ward, care  for  him  while  there,  and  re- 
turn him  to  Africa.  M.  Coillard,  at  Lev- 
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anika’s  request,  accompanied  him  for  the 
first  stage  of  the  journey,  surrounding  him 
with  a fatherly  care  and  solicitude.  “Since 
then,”  says  the  Journal  des  Missions,  “M. 
Coillard  has  not  ceased  to  pray  for  Levan- 
ika;  and  all  the  Zambesi  missionaries,  as 
they  write,  are  alike  occupied.”  “I  wish,” 
writes  M.  Coillard,  “to  pass  over  into  the 
heart  of  Christians  something  of  the  so- 
licitude which  devours  me  like  a fire.  I 
ask  you  earnestly  to  put  the  matter  of 
Levanika’s  spiritual  interests  upon  the 
conscience  of  all  those  who  pray.” 

Levanika- reached  Southampton  on  the 
24th  of  May,  and  on  the  29th  Was  pre- 
sented to  King  Edward,  who  received  him 
cordially.  While  awaiting  the  coronation 
he  has  been  the  guest  of  Colonel  Harding 
in  Dorsetshire.  In  June  he  came  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  enjoyed  meeting  M.  Jalla, 
one  of  the 'Zambesi  missionaries  who  is  in 
Europe  on  furlough,  and  who  can  talk 
with  him  in  his  own  language.  He  also 
met  many  English  Christians  who  have 


affectionate  relations  with  French  Prot- 
estantism. In  this  distinguished  and 
sympathetic  circle  all  has  been  calculated 
to  do  him  good. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
gave  this  African  king  a reception  on  the 
23d  of  June,  1902,  at  which  Lord  Aber- 
deen presided.  After  a few  words  of 
greeting,  his  lordship  presented  Levanika 
with  two  beautiful  Bibles,  one  in  English, 
the  other  in  the  Barotse  language,  saying: 
“The  truths  of  the  Bible  are  eternal;  we 
know  that  you  have  already  accepted  many 
of  them,  for  your  own  good  and  the  pros- 
perity of  your  country.”  Levanika  re- 
ceived the  volumes  without  a trace  of  emo- 
tion upon  his  countenance ; evidently  he 
was  paralyzed  by  the  spectacle  of  this  for- 
eign assembly  and  by  the  impossibility  of 
his  understanding  a single  word.  Who 
would  recognize,  asks  the  Journal  des 
Missions,  in  this  still,  vigorous  but  peace- 
able man  the  cruel  despot  before  whom 
everybody  trembled? — Missionary  Herald. 


The  manual  of  the  Saxon  Missionary  Conference  (just  published)  gives  the  follow- 
ing statistics  of  the  strength  of  German  Protestant  missions  : There  are  twenty-three 
societies,  with  884  male  and  103  female  missionaries  in  the  field — the  Moravians 
supplying  200  brethren,  while  the  Basle,  the  Rhenish,  and  the  Berlin  societies  send 
out  upwards  of  100  each,  and  these  are  aided  by  140  native  pastors,  and  4,300  teachers 
and  assistants.  Special  attention  is  devoted  to  the  schools, .of  which  there  are  1,918 
(both  elementary  and  higher  grade),  accommodating  90,400  scholars.  The  expend- 
iture of  these  missions,  according  to  the  last  return,  amounts  to  £350,000,  of  which 
total  the  sum  of  £300,000  is  borne  by  the  various  societies,  while  the  balance  is  made 
up  of  contributions  (rom  native  churches  and  school  grants.  — (B.  H.) 

— London  Chronicle. 


Queensland,  Australia,  submitted  the  question  of  religious  instruction  in  State  schools 
to  the  ballot,  and  as  a result  has  adopted  a regulation  to  the  etfect  that  the  first  half- 
hour  in  each  school  day  is  to  be  set  apart  for  the  special  instruction  of  pupils  by  a 
clergyman  of  any  denomination  which  makes  application.  The  instruction  is  to  be 
given  in  a class-room  apart  from  the  other  pupils  and  the  children  of  different  denom- 
inations are  to  be  instructed  on  different  days. 


There  are  great  problems  ahead  of  us  as  a nation,  but  the  really  greatest  problem 
is  the  problem  of  making  better  men  and  better  women  of  all  of  us. — President  Roosevelt. 
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AT  HOME 

Allegheny,  Pa. — The  Central  Board 
furnishes  the  following  items  : 


Financial  Statement. 


Southern  Mission 
Chinese  Mission 
Jewish  Mission 
Industrial  School 
Snstentation 
Indian  Mission 


Domestic  Mission 


BuildingFund 


On  hand  Expendi-  On  hand 

Nov.  1, 1902.  Receipts,  tures.  Deo.  1, 1902. 
S554.91  83,237.20  $411.70  $2,380.41 


397.64  4.80 

454.19  97.47 

1,000.00 

239  43  2 60 

279.50  1,0.10.12 
Overdrawn 
Nov.  1,  1902. 

574.92  1,274.03 
On  hand 
Nov.  1,1902. 

974.24  1,284.91 


10.00  392.44 

100.00  451.66 

1,000.00 

— 242.03 

202.66  1,106.96 


699.11 

Overdrawn 
Dec.  1, 1902. 
2,650.00  390.85 


Domestic  Mission. — Rev.  E.  G.  Elsey 


has  been  appointed  to  visit  the  new 


mission  field  at  Mead,  Wash.,  and  report 
to  the  Board. 


Mr.  E.  McBurney  will  labor  at  Mans- 
field until  the  meeting  of  Synod. 

Southern  Mission. — Miss  McCartney  has 
resigned  as  assistant  principal,  having  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  from  the  Presbyteri- 
an Church  to  missionate  in  Utah.  The 
Board  passed  a resolution  appreciative  of 
her  faithful  services  while  in  our  employ. 

The  attendance  at  the  school  is  steadily 
increasing,  this  being  the  season  of  the 
year  when  the  children  from  the  country 
can  attend. 

No  one  has  as  yet  been  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  boys’  industrial  depart- 
ment. Is  there  no  competent  person  ready 
to  offer  his  services  for  this  important 
work  ? 


Indian  Mission. — No  little  interest 
was  manifested  at  the  late  communion. 
The  building  in  which  service  was  held 
was  well  filled  during  all  the  services 
and  on  Sabbath  was  packed.  One  hun- 
dred and  two  communed,  about  one-half 
of  whom  were  Indians.  There  was  an 
accession  of  seven. 

The  quarterly  distribution  will  be  made 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  January,  1903.  Clubs 
should  forward  in  time  the  blanks  filled 


out  and  containing  statement  as  to  the 
amount  earned  during  the  quarter. 


STATISTICS  FOR  1902. 

I shall  mail  on  Monday,  Jan.  5,  1903, 
blanks  to  clerks  of  Presbyteries.  If  any 
fail  to  receive  them,  duplicates  will  be 
sent  immediately  on  notice  of  failure  to 
receive. 

The  statistics  of  but  one  congregation 
and  two  mission  stations  last  year  were 
taken  from  the  preceding  year’s  reports. 
That  is  an  excellent  record.  Can  we  not 
have  this  year  a report  from  every  congre- 
gation and  station? 

Our  statistics  will  not  be  full  and  relia- 
ble until  in  those  congregations  in  which 
a larger  membership  is  reported  than  there 
usually  is,  the  roll  is  purged,  and  in  those 
congregations  in  which  a smaller  member- 
ship is  reported  than  there  is,  the  correct 
number  is  given.  All  persons  who  are 
entitled  to  commune  should  be  reported 
and  no  others.  The  wise  plan  is  to  keep 
the  roll  so  close  that  there  will  never  be 
much  occasion  for  purging  it.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  ability  to  pay  the  traveling  fund 
has  nothing  to  do  with  church  member- 
ship. That  does  not  depend  on  the  amount 
of  one’s  income. 

Clerks  will  confer  a favor  if  they  mail 
to  me  the  statistics  as  soon  as  full  returns 
have  been  received,  and  on  no  account 
later  than  May  15.  Synod  meets  on  the 
last  Wednesday  of  May.  There  is  but  a 
short  time  in  which  to  prepare  the  report. 

Will  clerks  preserve  congregational  re- 
ports until  a sufficient  time  shall  have 
elapsed  after  they  have  mailed  statistics  to 
hear  from  me?  I shall  send  a card  as 
soon  as  they  have  been  received.  It  is  pos- 
sible some  may  be  lost  in  the  mail.  By 
preserving  the  congregational  reports, 
clerks  will  be  able  in  such  cases  to  pre- 
pare duplicates  and  thus  prevent  defective 
statistics. 

J.  W.  Spboull. 

Boston. — An  all  day  National  Reform 
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Convention  was  held  in  Park  Street 
Church  Dec.  16,  1902.  It  rained  heavily 
all  day  and  this  kept  many  away  who 
had  planned  to  attend.  The  addresses 
were  of  an  exceptionally  high  order,  both 
in  literary  merit  and  in  force  of  thought 
and  in  the  high  moral  standard  main- 
tained. There  was  not  a discordant  note. 
It  was  surprising  that  so  many  ministers, 
representing  so  many  different  churches, 
should  uniformly  agree  as  to  the  Christian 
State,  that  it  was  the  ideal  civil  govern- 
ment set  up  and  administered  according 
to  the  law  of  Christ,  that  there  is  no  gov- 
ernment upon  earth  coming  up  to  this 
standard,  and  that  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  are  far  from  realizing  this. 
It  was  also  surprising  that  these  men  lis- 
tened to  the  strongest  statement  of  the 
nature  and  grounds  of  our  political  separa- 
tion from  the  Constitution  of  our  country 
without  a protest  and  that  this  address 
was  singled  out  for  applause.  It  does 
seem  that  Christian  people  are  hungry 
for  something  radical,  and  they  are 
anxious  for  the  opportunity  to  wel- 
come any  one  who  has  the  courage  to 
stand  up  and  declare  the  whole  truth. 
The  Christian  State  was  the  key  to  the  pro- 
gram, and  all  the  subjects  were  presented 
in  the  light  of  these  fundamental  prin- 
ciples. The  address  of  deepest  interest 
was  by  Rev.  John  Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  of 
the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church,  of  South 
Boston,  on  “Christ  the  King  of  Nations.” 
He  is  a Scotchman,  and  was  brought  up 
on  the  Covenants  and  Confession  of  Faith 
and  Psalms  of  David.  Once  pastor  of  the 
Westminster  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  Philadelphia,  he  later  became  pastor  in 
New  York,  and  was  present  with  Dr.  Wm. 
H.  Taylor  and  Dr.  John  Hall  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Thirty-ninth  Street,  New  York 
He  followed  the  line  of  thought  pursued 
in  “Messiah  the  Prince,  or  the  Mediatorial 


Dominion  of  Christ,”  by  Rev.  Wm.  Sym- 
ington, of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  It  was 
thorough-going  Covenanter  doctrine 
throughout.  The  next  in  importance,  as  it 
seemed  to  us,  was  the  paper  bv  Rev.  H.  C. 
Hovey,  D.D.,  of  Newburyport  Presbyterian 
Church,  on  “The  Necessity  of  Christian 
Education  in’  Our  Public  Schools.”  He 
spoke  just  as  a good  Covenanter  would. 

Then  Benj.  F.  Trueblood,  LL.D.,  who 
spoke  on  “The  Unity  of  Nations  Realized 
in  the  Kingship  of  Christ,  the  Prince  of 
Peace,”  was  not  one  whit  behind  them 
both.  He  pled  for  a higher  standard  of 
Christianity,  a Christianity  that  is  not  con- 
tent to  be  just,  but  which  seeks  to  serve, 
to  help  others,  to  make  sacrifices  for  them 
and,  if  need  be,  to  die  for  them.  That  is 
needed  in  the  Church.  The  Church  has 
lost  her  power  because  this  is  wanting. 
The  world  will  not  believe  the  gospel  that 
is  preached  by  contract  and  by  profession- 
als. It  must  be  enforced  by  the  life  and 
service  and  suffering  of  the  witnesses. 
And  nations  need  this  also.  Great  Britain 
and  Germany  are  acting  like  brutes  in 
South  America.  They  ought  to  forgive 
those  debts  and  make  the  people  their 
friends.  The  United  States  had  better 
pay  those  debts  and  gain  friends.  That 
is  the  law  of  Christ’s  kingdom. 

The  address  of  Wm.  F.  Davis,  the  min- 
ister who  was  in  prison  for  almost  a year 
for  preaching  on  Boston  Common,  gave  a 
calm  and  thoughtful  paper  on  “The  King- 
ship  of  Christ,  the  Solution  of  the  Conflict 
Between  Coal  Trusts  and  Miners’  Unions.” 
He  said : The  King  of  Righteousness  is  the 
sole  remedy  for  the  coal  war.  Bitter  cold 
has  kindled  a burning  interest  in  these 
evils  in  the  hearts  of  50,000,000  people. 
How  can  this  remedy  be  practically  ap- 
plied? By  applying  it.  Coal  operators 
should  operate  coal  mines  as  agents  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Have  they  done  this? 
George  N.  Baer  is  either  a hideous  jester 
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or  an  insufferable  despot,  as  well  as  hypo- 
crite. It  may  be  justly  affirmed  that  trusts 
appear  to  many  to  have  provoked  chronic 
war  which  is  steadily  growing  in  magni- 
tude and  tends  to  burst  out  into  ever 
larger  and  fiercer  battles. 

The  labor  unions  are  also  a menace. 
There  are  37,000  miners  in  the  unions. 
They  are  secret  oath-bound  lodges.  But 
there  are  147,000  miners.  And  the  37,000 
demand  that  the  110,000  submit  to  their 
behest.  This  is  cruel  and  tyrannical.  They 
need  the  law  of  Christ  to  teach  them 
righteousness. 

Dr.  Edward  Abbott,  rector  of  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church,  Cambridge,  gave  an  ex- 
cellent talk  on  “Phases  of  Divorce  in  the 
Christian  State.”  He  is  a brother  of  Dr. 
Lyman  Abbott,  of  New  York,  but  much 
more  conservative.  Dr.  John  Lindsay, 
rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  Bos- 
ton, gave  a clear  and  incisive  address  on 
“The  Divine  Institution  of  Civil  Govern- 
ment.” Bev.  W.  J.  Stewart,  D.D.,  of  the 
Howard  Street  Baptist  Church,  spoke  in 
a most  convincing  and  scriptural  way  of 
“The  Christian  State  and  the  Sabbath.” 
Prof.  John  Moore  talked  eloquently  of  the 
dangers  of  Romanism,  “The  Christian 
State  and  Romanism”  being  his  theme. 
Rev.  A.  A.  Shaw,  of  the  Brookline  Baptist 
Church,  read  a paper  on  “The  Christian 
State  and  the  Saloon.”  And  he  hewed  to 
the  line.  Rev.  L.  B.  Bates,  D.D.,  talked 
on  “The  Christian  State  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sions.” After  he  took  the  floor  and  read 
his  subject  from  the  program,  he  turned  to 
your  correspondent  and  asked : “Where  do 


you  find  the  Christian  State?”  We  re- 
plied: “In  Christ.”  “Then,”  he  said, 

“My  theme  is  easy.  I find  no  Christian 
State  on  earth ; Liberia  comes  the  nearest. 
Our  sending  rum  to  heathen  countries  and 
Great  Britain  sending  opium  are  far  from 
the  standard  of  Christianity.”  He  spoke 
of  Dr.  John  G.  Paton,  the  greatest  man  in 
the  world,  he  believed;  when  76  years  of 
age,  going  to  Washington  and  interview- 
ing President,  Cabinet  officers,  Senators, 
Representatives,  until  they  adopted  a law 
forbidding  the  sale  of  rum  or  firearms  in 
the  islands.  A brig  sailed  out  of  Boston 
harbor,  loaded  with  Medford  rum  for 
Africa,  last  week.  I thought  I saw  an 
angel  on  Bunker  Hill  monument  looking 
at  this  and  saying  to  Boston : “Will  you 
send  two  missionaries  for  every  cargo  of 
rum  that  is  sent  to  Africa?” 

Rev.  S.  G.  Shaw,  Ph.D.,  presided  in  the 
morning  session.  Rev.  S.  McNaugher  pre- 
sided in  the  evening  session.  Rev.  IT.  A. 
Manchester,  D.D.,  of  East  Boston  Presby- 
terian Church,  started  with  a paper  on 
“The  Christian  State  and  Anarchy.”  But 
the  great  rain  caused  an  accident  which 
delayed  his  car  and  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  reach  the  place  of  meeting. 

Dr.  Hovey  said  he  had  received  a letter 
the  day  before  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  in  Utah,  stating  that 
they  were  looking  to  this  convention  to  be 
a help  to  them  in  their  struggle.  The 
hand  of  God  is  in  it.  We  hope  this  hum- 
ble effort  to  place  a crown  upon  the  brow 
of  King  Jesus  may  not  be  in  vain. 

J.  M.  Foster. 


When  a friend  spoke  to  a man  in  New  York  who  was  noted  for  his  liberality,  con- 
cerning this  generosity  of  his,  lie  said  : “I  am  not  generous.  I am  by  nature  ex- 
tremely avaricious.  But  when  I was  a young  man  1 had  sense  enough  to  see  how 
mean  and  belittling  such  a position  was,  and  I forced  myself  to  give.  At  first,  I de- 
clare to  you,  it  was  a torture  to  part  with  a penny  ; but  I persisted,  until  the  habit 
of  liberality  was  formed.  There  is  no  yoke  like  that  of  habit.  Now  I like  to  give." 

— Spirit  of  Missions. 
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A FEW  NERVE  TESTERS  IN  THE 
ORIENT. 

Darkness  begets  no  cheerful  or  buoyant 
feelings  to  most  of  men  and  perhaps  to 
fewer  women.  The  “Dark  Room,”  which 
present-day  photography  requires  to  be  so 
densely  dark,  would  have  no  attractions 
for  me,  even  if  it  were  a tin-lined,  water- 
proof, fire-proof,  bug-proof,  lizard-proof, 
snake-proof  apartment.  But,  in  Turkey, 
the  amateur  photographer’s  developing  ac- 
commodations are  likely  to  be  found  in 
quarters  proof  against  nothing  under  the 
sun.  The  pictures,  from  this  part  of 
Turkey,  which  our  friends  have  erstwhile 
enjoyed  in  Olive  Trees,  have  been  im- 
perfectly produced  under  nerve-testing 
experiences  sometimes. 

Last  summer,  after  hours  spent  filling 
in  cracks,  hanging  up  comforts,  the  man- 
ufacturing of  a “dark  lantern”  that  was 
generally  too  dark,  I went  into  the  old 
pantry  feeling  the  darkness,  as  it  seemed 
to  me,  to  experiment  at  developing  some 
exposed  plates.  Fortunately,  our  son 
Willie  was  in  the  pantry  with  me  to  “see 
the  dark.”  I had  two  or  three  plates  of 
special  exposures,  half  developed,  so  that 
a ray  of  sunlight  would  ruin  them,  when 
Willie  said : “0,  mamma,  I see  a big 
snake  right  by  your  hand !”  What  could 
I do?  My  first  impulse  was  to  throw  my 
negatives  at  the  reptile,  fling  open  the 
door  and  run.  But  no,  that  would  ruin 
my  plates  ! So  I said : “Willie,  stand  still 
where  you  are,  don’t  move !”  I reached 
for  an  empty  biscuit  box,  put  the  plates  in- 
side, covered  them  up  light  proof,  opened 
the  door  and  called  for  help. 

The  cook,  with  big  eyes  and  open  mouth, 
snatched  up  the  iron  tongs  and  shovel,  and 
warning  us,  “deer  balcum ! !”  (be  care- 


ful), he  made  a hasty  search  for  the  feared 
intruder.  But  the  snake  hied  away  to  one 
of  the  numerous  cracks  in  the  old  pantry. 

“Now,”  I said,  “I  must  see  to  my  plates, 
or  they  will  yet  be  ruined !”  A chorus  of 
voices  rang  out : “0,  my,  you  are  not  going 
in  there  again !”  After  assuring  them 
that  the  snake  had  certainly  gone,  for  a 
little  while  at  least,  I closed  the  door  be- 
hind me,  and  in  the  deathless  stillness  and 
dense  darkness,  lighted  my  dark  lantern, 
and  while  the  children  and  cook  anxiously 
waited  outside,  I finished  my  work.  “How 
were  my  nerves  ?”  They  were  tingling,  of 
course,  but  you  have  seen  the  picture  of 
nine  children  riding  on  three  donkeys  and 
they — not  the  donkeys  or  the  children,  but 
the  pictures — were  developed  under  the  su- 
pervision of  a snake. 

Some  time  after  we  returned  to  our 
work  in  Suadia  last  autumn,  when  the 
school  and  our  home  affairs  were  in  their 
usual  running  order,  I went  to  my  little 
dark  room  for  work.  My  nerves  were  set 
on  edge  by  me  putting  my  hand  on  some- 
thing cold,  clammy  and  moving  ! Up  ran 
a lizard  on  the  wall ! I moved  a bottle, 
out  went  another  lizard — big  and  long.  I 
reached  for  a box  and  disturbed  a dear,  lit- 
tle, pink,  wiggling  thing  which  ran  right 
toward  me.  Three  lizards  in  one  minute 
were  about  equal  to  a snake.  Mr.  Dodds 
came  “to  see  the  show”  and  we  proceeded 
to  clear  out  the  room.  We  chased  out 
eight  or  ten  active  lizards  of  various  sizes. 
I went  to  work  again,  but  could,  in  imag- 
ination, always  feel  that  squirming,  clam- 
my lizard  under  my  fingers,  when  I 
reached  about  for  things  in  the  darkness. 

I am  a teetotaler  in  the  strictest  sense 
of  the  term,  but  there  are  some  things  that 
1 can  take  delight  in  seeing  saturated  with 
alcohol.  I think  I have  no  American  sis- 
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ters  who  will  envy  me  of  the  most  novel  of 
“rising  bells”  ! One  “ding-sting”  is  quite 
sufficient  to  arouse  one  from  the  sweetest 
slumbers  to  immediate  consciousness. 

Because  of  sickness  in  our  family,  we 
came  to  the  mountains  earlier  this  year 
than  usual.  So,  most  of  the  time  I have 
had  to  be  left  alone  with  our  three  little 
boys  because  Mr.  Dodds  must  be  at  his 
post  of  duty  in  Suadia.  We  know  that  ex- 
ercise develops  muscle.  Is  it  fair  also  to 
say  that  nerve  culture  may  be  carried  on 
successfully  under  circumstances  demand- 
ing neurotic  power  ? I ought  to  have  high 
hopes  of  acquiring  nerve  efficiency,  being 
twenty  miles  from  any  English-speaking 
friends,  which  in  itself  is  not  always  rest- 
ful under  a Government  that  did  not  pro- 
tect Miss  Stone  from  the  cruel  brigands. 

For  nerve-testers,  last  Saturday  morn- 
ing “capped  the  climax.”  I heard  a 
mouse  scratching  in  the  cupboard,  as  I 
thought.  Then  it  seemed  to  be  under  my 
pillow.  After  an  examination  and  seeing 
nothing,  I feel  asleep  again.  Suddenly,  I 
felt  something  moving  at  my  side.  I put 
my  hand  to  my  side ; something  stung  me, 
I knew.  Bathing  my  finger  in  ammonia 
at  once,  I proceeded  to  investigate  the 
species  of  the  intruder.  I found  and  killed 
a horrible  looking  thing,  but  could  not 
name  it.  I sent  a man  to  the  native  doc- 
tor, an  old  man,  sixty  years  of  age,  who 
was  educated  in  Beirut  and  has  practiced 
here  many  years.  He  examined  the  queer 
looking  creature  and  looked  at  the  ammo- 
nia bottle.  I supposed  that  he  would  be  an 
expert  in  administering  antidotes  for 
poison.  But  he  said  to  my  messenger, 
“Tell  the  lady  that  I do  not  know  what 
the  creature  is,  but  perhaps  the  ammonia 
is  the  best  thing  for  the  sting.”  My  mes- 
senger said  that  the  “Hakeem”  (wise 
man)  said  that  I would  likely  be  cold  after 
a little  and  would  shiver,  feeling  like  cold 
rain  was  pouring  over  me.  As  he  told  me, 


lie  drew  his  shoulders  up  almost  to  his 
ears  and  shuddered  and  trembled.  I said : 
“And  then  what?”  He  drew  his  shoulders 
up  again,  shivered  and  said : “Min  baarif” 
(who  knows?) 

Willie  took  the  unnameable  creature  on 
a card  and  went  to  Webster’s  Unabridged 
Dictionary,  a weighty  luxury  we  had  never 
brought  to  Kessab  before.  He  looked 
among  the  illustrations.  He  soon  said: 
“0,  here  is  a picture  exactly  like  it.” 
There  it  was,  sure  enough,  and  what  do 
you  suppose  it  was?  My  alarm  bell  had 
been  a scorpion ! 

Not  thinking  it  wise  to  sit  down  and 
see  if  I would  get  cold  and  have  cold  rain 
pouring  all  over  me,  we  ate  our  breakfast 
and  had  worship  as  usual.  I gave  the  bed- 
room such  a tumbling  up,  hunting  for  an- 
other scorpion,  that  our  little  boy  said: 
“Why,  mamma,  you  turn  everything  over. 
Are  you  hunting  something?”  “Yes,  but 
I do  not  want  to  find  it I said. 

Not  wishing  to  take  time  to  think  of  my- 
self, I did  not  send  away  the  painter, 
mason  and  whitewasher  I had  at  work 
completing  our  new  house.  I did  not  get 
cold,  neither  did  it  rain  on  me,  although 
my  finger  was  sore  for  a while. 

The  scorpion  has  its  fill  of  alcohol,  and 
is  quite  a curiosity  to  friends,  who  shudder 
when  I show  them  the  finger  it  stung. 

While  I was  wondering  what  to  do  with 
my  finger,  I remembered  the  experience  of 
another  missionary.  She  had  seen  a snake 
in  or  very  near  her  bed  in  Kessab.  Some 
time  later,  in  Latak'ia,  as  I have  heard  the 
story,  her  husband  was  bitten  on  the  finger 
by  something  just  as  he  was  about  asleep 
one  night.  He  bathed  his  finger  in  am- 
monia and  wrapped  a cord  tightly  about 
it  to  stop  the  natural  circulation  of  blood 
that  he  feared  was  poisoned  by  a snake 
bite.  In  a few  moments  something  bit  the 
lady  on  the  head.  They  bathed  the  bitten 
place  with  ammonia,  and  as  her  husband 
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was  trying  to  comfort  and  console  her,  she, 
half-crying,  said  : “Yes,  you  can  wrap  your 
-finger  with  a tight  cord  to  keep  the  pois- 
oned blood  from  your  body,  but  where  will 
I be  if  I tie  a tight  cord  about  my  neck?” 

Remembering  this,  I was  thankful  that 
my  finger  was  bitten  and  not  my  head. 

Many  and  varied  are  the  exneriences  of 
your  missionaries,  and  trying  and  frighten- 
ing as  these  related  experiences  may  seem 
at  the  time,  they  are  only  the  slightest 
test  of  the  nerves  compared  to  the  times 
when  for  days  and  nights  we  rest  but  little 
in  quiet  sleep,  because  of  the  crushing  re- 
sponsibility of  leading  some  of  our  dearly 
loved  native  friends  past  a testing  time — 
a crisis  in  their  lives.  Just  now  one  of  our 
trusted  and  tried  in  the  years  gone  by  has 
apparently  surrendered  to  evil  advisers 
and  our  hearts  are  filled  with  sorrow,  dis- 
appointment, hope  against  hope.  The 
story  is  too  long  and  should  not  be  written 
now,  but  we  re-echo  the  beautiful  com- 
forting prayer  of  our/  sainted  Father 
Dodds  when  he  preached  so  helpfully  at 
Olathe,  Kansas,  April  17,  1892,  from  the 
text : “They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy 
in  all  my  holy  mountain;  for  the  earth 
shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.” 

(Mrs.)  Myrta  M.  Dodds. 

INSTRUCTIVE  EXTRACTS. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Missions  for  November 
is  an  excellent  report  of  the  Missionary 
Council  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  held  in  Philadelphia,  Oct.  21-23, 
1902,  from  which  we  make  the  following 
extracts : 

Bishop  Gailor,  of  Tennessee,  preached 
the  sermon  from  the  words  of  our  Lord : 
“This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe 
on  Him  whom  He  hath  sent.”  (John  6: 
28‘  29.)  After  emphasizing  the  tremen- 
dous significance  of  belief  in  one  God, 
Bishop  Gailor,  with  characteristic  elo- 


quence, pointed  out  the  extent  to  which 
Christian  principles  have  leavened  all  life, 
so  that  it  is  true  to  say  that  “Christ’s  Gos- 
pel has  conquered  where  He  is  still  un- 
known. * * * The  ideals  that  are 

helping,  saving,  sanctifying  the  modern 
world,  by  whatever  name  they  are  known, 
are  ideals  that  came  from  Christ.  * * * 
The  world  of  thought,  literature,  govern- 
ment, commerce,  religion  is  filled  with 
Jesus  Christ,  permeated  with  a singular 
hopefulness,  driven  on,  encouraged  by 
wider  visions  that  have  come  from 
Christ.”  But  this  very  success  of  the 
Christian  Gospel  bids  us  beware  lest  we 
fail  to  realize  the  full  meaning  of  the  faith 
we  profess.  “Christianity  is  more  than  an 
atmosphere,  more  than  a system  of  morals, 
more  than  an  influence  for  righteousness 
in  the  world.  * * * It  is  devotion, 

absolute  and  unconditional,  of  mind,  soul 
and  body,  to  one  Person,  Jesus  Christ. 
* * * Therefore,  Christianity  is  more 

than  belief,  more  than  obedience.  It  is 
discipleship.  It  is  union  with  Christ.”  On 
that  fact  rest  the  obligation  and  power  of 
missionary  service.  We  know  what  that 
fact  means  in  the  enrichment  of  our  own 
lives.  For  the  millions  who  know  not  His 
Name,  it  means  the  pleading  of  a Saviour 
to  the  sons  of  men  to  look  up  and  claim 
their  birthright.  In  the  light  of  such  a 
revelation,  how  weak,  and  thin,  and  hun- 
ger-bitten becomes  the  specious  plea  that 
heathen  people  had  better  be  left  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  their  own  religions,  how 
unchristian  the  contention  that  there  is 
enough  to  do  at  home ! In  the  light  of 
that  revelation,  can  any  true  men  and 
women  be  content  to  live  in  comfort  or 
luxury,  in  the  freedom  and  protection  of  a 
Christian  civilization,  and  hold  aloof  from 
the  campaign  which  is  extending  the  Gos- 
pel blessings  to  all  lands?  To  do  this  is 
nothing  less  than  a demand  of  the  Divine 
Christ. 
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Throughout  the  sermon  one  felt  that 
though  the  preacher  did  not  hesitate  to 
speak  plainly  of  wrong  conditions,  his 
message  was  inspired  by  a Christian  op- 
timism, which,  to  use  his  own  words, 
“hopes  most  confidently  but  is  satisfied 
never.” 

Mr.  E.  F.  Cutting,  of  New  York,  spoke 
on,  “What  Business  Has  a Business  Man 
With  Missions?” 

Beginning  with  the  definite  proposition 
that  a business  man’s  interest  in  missions 
is  a measure  of  the  vitality  and  depth  of 
his  religion,  Mr.  Cutting  proceeded  to 
point  out  that  the  business  man  asks,  and 
rightly,  that  the  missionary  enterprise 
shall  be  carefully  conducted  and  that  bus- 
iness methods  shall  be  applied  in  the’ ex- 
penditure of  funds.  Beyond  this,  if  he  is 
wise,  he  will  take  a broad  view  of  the 
whole  subject  and  recognize  that  Chris- 
tianity is  the  great  force  in  the  building 
up  of  the  social  order.  Further,  he  will 
see  in  the  missionary  the  advance  agent  of 
business  organization  and  of  a higher  civ- 
ilization. He  is  the  apostle  of  law  and 
order.  Although  he  does  not  go  to  non- 
Christian  lands  for  the  purpose,  it  is  in- 
evitable that  he  should  lay  foundations 
broad  and  deep  for  their  commercial  fu- 
ture. Again,  the  wise  man  of  affairs 
recognizes  that  Christianity  is  the  great 
liberator  from  the  tyranny  of  force.  It 
emphasizes  the  importance  and  the  rights 
of  the  individual,  and  gives  opportunity 
for  the  development  of  personality.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  a corrective  of  that 
exaggerated  individualism  which  a laissez 
faire  theory  of  economics  held  to  be  in- 
violate. 

The  influence  of  missions  upon  the  bus- 
iness man  himself  is  of  the  greatest  value. 
Dealing  constantly,  as  he  does,  with  things 
which  are  likely  to  develop  the  sordid  ele- 
ments of  his  nature,  he  needs  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  heroic  side  of  Christianity, 


represented  in  the  missionary  enterprise, 
in  order  that  lie  may  keep  his  own  ideals 
untarnished. 

Dr.  J.  Charles  Roper  said,  in  reference 
to  the  scarcity  of  volunteers  for  the  mis- 
sion field : It  is  not  due  primarily  to  a de- 
sire for  pleasure  or  ease.  It  is  rather  that 
men  are  not  sufficiently  conscious  of  the 
need,  and  do  not  recognize  the  opportuni- 
ties which  service  in  the  mission  field 
offers  them.  He  mentioned  four  great 
sources  of  power  by  which  the  missionary 
appeal  might  be  brought  home  more 
closely  to  individual  men  and  women : 

First,  the  power  of  personal  influence, 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  child  in  the 
Sabbath-school  and  by  the  minister  in  the 
congregation.  The  seminaries  are  ready, 
as  a rule,  to  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  develop  a sense  of  missionary  vocation, 
but  something  is  needed  further  back  than 
the  seminary.  What  could  not  be  done  if 
men  came  from  homes  where  missionary 
topics  were  discussed,  and  from  parishes 
where  missions  cvere  constantly  kept  be- 
fore tire  people  as  the  primary  duty  of  the 
Church  ? 

Knowledge,  definite,  varied  and  contin- 
uous is  the  second  source  of  power. 

In  the  third  place,  the  total  claim  of 
Christ  upon  a man’s  life  must  be  urged. 

And  finally,  the  practice  of  private  as 
well  as  public  prayer  for  missions  must 
be  more  widely  adopted,  if  missionary  vo- 
cations are  to  be  awakened. 

Bishop  Doane’s  theme  was,  “The  Abun- 
dant Opportunity.”  “Challenge”  and 
“Opportunity”  were  the  keynotes  of  his 
ringing  call  to  larger  service. 

The  Church  of  to-day  is  challenged  to  a 
new  crusade — to  proclaim  everywhere  the 
power  of  the  Resurrection.  Everywhere 
opportunity  beckons.  Continents  are 
girdled,  oceans  charted,  barriers  broken 
down.  There  is  no  wall  in  China  and  no 
prohibition  in  Japan.  Brent  and  Resta- 
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rick  and  Van  Buren  will  demonstrate  by 
their  work  that  God  has  been  opening  new 
doors  for  the  Church  as  well  as  for  the  na- 
tion. These  new  possessions  domesticate 
foreign  missions  and  give  to  domestic  mis- 
sions the  flavor  of  the  foreign  field.  The 
Church’s  King  is  ever  proposing  to  hernew 
challenges, which  are  also  new  opportuni- 
ties, and  is  ever  crowning  her  endeavors 
with  new  triumphs.  Nothing  but  niggard- 
liness, faithlessness  or  blindness  can  hin- 
der the  Church  from  heeding  the  challenge 
to  Christianize  and  catholicize.  With  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  results  of  irri- 
gation in  the  West,  Bishop  Doane  pressed 
home  his  appeal  that  more  lives  and  more 
money  should  be  invested  in  irrigating  the 
waste  places  of  human  life.  To  stand  still 
is  to  stagnate.  The  only  hope  for  the  lit- 
tle we  are  doing  is  to  try  to  do  more. 

Bishop  Hall,  of  Vermont,  then  spoke  on 
“The  Abundant  Resources  of  Christian 
People.”  Among  other  things,  he  said: 
Our  failure  to  do  any  work  in  India,  our 
meagre  endeavors  in  Africa,  and  our  delay 
in  entering  Hawaii,  really  meant  neglect 
in  discharging  the  obligation  of  American 
Christianity  to  the  world.  Again,  Bishop 
Hall  wanted  the  figures  showing  the  com- 
parison between  offerings  for  Church  ex- 
tension and  expenditures  for  parochial 
luxuries.  He  believed,  of  course,  in  beau- 
tiful and  well-equipped  churches,  but  he 
urged  less  disproportion  between  gifts  to 
missions  and  expenditures  for  mere  adorn- 
ment, as  such.  Coming  closer  to  the  in- 
dividual, he  wanted  tables  comparing  the 
income  of  church  people  with  their  gifts 
for  missions.  The  wealthy  congregation, 
which  might  easily  give  ten  times  as  much, 
is  too  apt  to  be  satisfied  with  the  mini- 
mum* suggested  by  the  apportionment 

* Ouve  tubes  commands  this  point  to  the  special  atten- 
tion of  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  who 
divide  total  communicants  into  total  appropriation  of  Synod , 
and  then  say,  '*  We  have  paid  our  quota."  when  probably 
then  have  not  given  one-hundredth  part  of  what  they  owe  to 
God. 


and  then,  with  a deeply  realized  sense  of 
corporate  virtue,  remark,  “We  have  done 
our  share;  let  others  do  the  same.  We  will 
have  a new  reredos,”  or,  as  the  Bishop  con- 
tinued, “a  more  expensive  preacher,  or  a 
more  extravagant  choir,  or  some  other  kind 
of  ecclesiastical  fireworks.”  Such  people 
take  their  religion  too  much  for  granted. 
They  fail  to  realize,  to  quote  the  Bishop 
of  Derry,  “what  effect  the  gulf  stream  of 
Christianity  has  in  mitigating  what  would 
otherwise  be  the  intolerable  severity  of 
the  climate  of  this  world.”  Can  any  one 
find  a better  investment  of  his  money  and 
abilities  than  in  missions,  whether  looked 
at  from  the  side  of  prudence  as  a means 
for  holding  in  check  the  “black  peril”  or 
“the  yellow  peril”  and  finally  converting 
them  from  perils  to  safeguards  of  the 
world’s  progress,  or  from  the  side  of  the 
privilege  of  gathering  into  the  Church  all 
the  varied  characteristics  and  contribu- 
tions of  every  branch  of  the  human 
race  ? 

A GREAT  REVIVAL  IN  LIVING- 
STONIA.* 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 began  a 
series  of  sermons  on  the  Atonement  on 
Sabbath  mornings.  As  we  advanced  with 
the  subject  week  by  week,  the  interest  be- 
came keener  and  the  impressions  deep- 
ened, until  it  became  plain  that  many  were 
crying  out  for  Christ.  Frequently  we 
closed  the  services  in  the  most  solemn 
stillness,  and  at  last  began  to  hold  after- 
meetings  when  the  congregation  was  dis- 
missed. Sometimes  as  many  as  sixty  or 
seventy  inquirers  would  gather  in  the  side 
room,  and  to  them  the  way  that  leads  to 
God  would  be  pointed  out.  Then  I had  to 
set  my  afternoons  apart  for  meeting  with 
inquirers.  Within  three  weeks  I had 
spoken  with  over  two  hundred.  Some  of 

• Taken  from  Supplement  to  Chronicle  of  London  Mission- 
ary Society  for  November,  1902. 
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them  showed  a very  clear  knowledge  of 
the  meaning  of  Christ’s  Atonement  for 
them,  and  could  tell  me  definitely  of  the 
time  of  their  conversion.  A remarkable 
feature,  which  one  was  not  sure  how  to 
deal  with,  was  the  influence  which  dreams 
had  in  awakening  several.  They  spoke 
of  going  home,  perhaps  on  the  Sabbath, 
deeply  impressed,  and  in  the  night  Christ 
came  to  them  and  urged  them  to  imme- 
diate decision.  In  the  morning,  with  the 
awe  of  the  dream  still  on  them,  the  great 
step  was  taken. 

Towards  the  close  of  that  series  of  ad- 
dresses came  a Communion  Sabbath;  the 
teachers  and  Christians  were;  all  gathered 
in  for  two  days  of  preparatory  services. 
They  were  days  of  deluging  rains.  The 
buildings  in  which  the  people  tried  to 
sleep  proved  very  leaky,  and  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  discomfort,  yet  they  waited 
on  with  quiet  persistence. 

On  Saturday  night  a dozen  of  the  teach- 
ers came  to  my  office  to  pray.  We  spoke 
much  of  the  great  potentialities  for  all 
who  receive  the  Spirit,  and  some  hours 
were  spent  in  most  definite  prayer  and  talk 
on  these  high  themes,  until  a few  of  the 
seniors  gave  solemn  thanks  to  God  that 
they  were  now  His  entirely  for  His  serv- 
ice. 

The  Sabbath  was  happily  a beautiful 
day.  A number  of  people,  over  fifty,  were 
baptized  at  the  morning  service,  and  then 
came  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  the  afternoon. 
At  the  after-table  address,  I again  spoke 
on  the  promise  of  the  Father.  There  was 
a profound  solemnity,  and  almost  audible 
yearning  after  this  great  gift,  so  I invited 
all  who  sought  to  give  themselves  over  to 
the  control  of  the  Spirit  to  meet  again  at 
night.  Two  or  three  hundred  gathered. 
I spoke  simply,  explaining  step  by  step 
how  this  mighty  sanctifying  power  of  the 
Spirit  is  the  promise  of  God  to  each  dis- 
ciple who  will  give  up  his  life  to  His 


obedience,  and  then  we  came  to  open 
prayer.  Numbers  of  men  and  a few 
women  prayed — some  with  a great  long- 
ing, some  with  thanks  for  what  they  be- 
lieved they  had  now  received.  When  we 
had  finished,  I told  the  people  to  go.  But 
no  one  would, rise.  They  sat  on,  thirsting 
to  hear  more.  So  once  more  I began  to 
speak,  and  then  called  on  one  or  two  of 
my  more  trusted  teachers  to  testify.  At 
last,  after  a long  service  we  broke  up,  and 
the  people  went  home  very  quietly.  Next 
morning  there  was  a holy  joy  on  more 
than  one  face,  and  teachers  went  off  to 
their  out-schools  in  much  expectation. 

Since  then  I have  received  letters  from 
out-teachers  telling  of  the  wonderful 
power  of  God  at  their  schools.  At  some 
stations  daily  prayer-meetings  are  being 
held.  I am  busy  every  day  examining 
candidates  for  the  catechumen  classes. 
Already  I have  spoken  with  over  four  hun- 
dred, and  very  many  more  await  my  leis- 
ure. Some  of  them  can  give  good  reason 
for  the  hope  that  is  in  them ; but  others 
are  rejected,  for  they  seem  rather  to  be 
going  with  the  tide,  and  have  not  that  in- 
telligence or  experience  which  one  would 
expect  in  those  who  are  in  personal  union 
with  Christ. 

One  result  of  this  new  life  is  a greatly 
increased  activity.  I have  started  here  a 
band  of  Scripture  readers;  already  over  a 
hundred  have  joined  it,  and  daily  the 
number  is  being  added  to.  They  receive 
no  pay — their  work  is  entirely  voluntary. 
Each  evening  they  go  to  their  appointed 
villages,  some  of  them  walking  daily  eight 
and  ten  miles.  There  they  read  the  Word 
of  God,  retell  in  plain  language  what  they 
have  read,  and  then  pray.  Once  a week, 
at  some  schools  daily,  they  meet  for  prayer 
and  consultation  about  their  work.  The 
effect  of  tliis  is  bound  to  be  deep  and  far- 
reaching.  Already  some  who  were  en- 
tirely heathen  have  begun  to  seek  Christ. 
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It  is  very  glad  work  to  preach  to  such 
audiences  as  gather  now  on  .the  Sabbath. 
Last  October,  when  we  had  finished  our 
large  church  and  the  schools,  the  head 
teacher  looked  at  them  and  said,  pessimis- 
tically enough,  “They  will  soon  crumble 
down  for  lack  of  inhabitants,”  and,  in- 
deed, there  was  plenty  of  room  in  all  the 
buildings.  But  for  months  back  we  have 
attained  to  crowded  houses,  so  that  we  al- 
most say,  “We  must  pull  down  and  build 
greater.” 

Rev.  Donald  Frazer. 

APPEAL  TO  PASTOBS  AND  MEM- 
BERS OF  THE  REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

- — The  following  appeal  is  sent  out  over 
the  signatures  of  the  seventeen  ministers 
and  members  of  our  Church,  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
National  Reform  Association. — 

Dear  Friends  : In  connection  with  the 
annual  collection  for  National  Reform,  the 
undersigned  unite  in  asking  you  to  bear  in 
mind  the  following  'considerations : 

1.  The  labors  of  past  years  have 
wrought  great  results.  At  the  late  meet- 
ing in  Pittsburg,  December  2,  Dr.  Mc- 
Allister recalled  his  experience  in  arrang- 
ing for  a National  Reform  Convention  in 
St.  Louis  twenty-eight  years  ago, -and  con- 
trasted it  with  the  conditions  which  sur- 
round the  work  to-day.  Then  only  one 
of  the  pastors  of  the  city  agreed  to  speak 
at  the  convention  and  fulfilled  his  prom- 
ise. One  other  consented,  but  the  ex- 
pressed opposition  of  some  of  his  people, 
after  the  public  announcement  was  made, 
deterred  him  and  he  failed  to  appear.  At 
the  recent  National  Conference  in  the 
same  city  eleven  local  pastors,  many  of 
them  leading  and  influential  ministers,  dis- 
cussed as  many  topics,  and  two  others  pre- 
sided at  different  sessions.  These  facts  il- 
lustrate the  distance  between  the  place 


which  this  cause  then  held  in  public  re- 
gard and  the  place  to  which  it  has  been 
lifted  by  the  labors  and  the  sacrifices  of 
the  intervening  years. 

2.  A great  opportunity  is  now  open  be- 
fore us.  During  the  past  sixteen  months, 
two  national  and  nineteen  local  conven- 
tions have  been  held,  besides  a still  larger 
number  of  National  Reform  Institutes  and 
local  meetings.  The  testimony  of  those 
who  have  arranged  these  meetings  and 
labored  in  them  is  that  we  can  go  from 
county  to  county  and  from  State  to  State, 
and  find  everywhere  large  numbers  of  earn- 
est men  and  women  who  hail  this  cause 
with  delight  and  give  it  their  hearty  co- 
operation. It  is  the  imperative  duty  of 
those  who  understand  the  claims  of  Christ 
upon  this  nation,  and  who  are  themselves 
loyal  to  Him,  to  seek  out  these  fellow-citi- 
zens and  enlist  them  under  the  banner  ot 
Immanuel. 

3.  The  methods  of  work  on  which  the 
chief  stress  is  now  being  laid  are  justify- 
ing themselves  abundantly  by  their  re- 
sults. More  than  one  hundred  local  Dis- 
trict Secretaries  are  at  work  in  their  re- 
spective neighborhoods,  and  more  than 
half  of  these  have  been  secured  in  the  past 
three  months.  Important  documents  have 
been  added  to  the  permanent  literature  of 
the  Association.  We  are  entering  now 
upon' a series  of  State  Conventions,  and 
we  hope  to  send  out  literature,  with  per- 
sonal communications,  to  every  pastor, 
every  editor,  every  college  president  and 
professor  and  every  superintendent  of 
schools  in  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
in  connection  with  the  conventions  to  be 
held  in  those  States  in  February  next. 
We  hope  to  cover  the  other  States  in  suc- 
cession with  equal  -thoroughness.  If  we 
are  charged  with  a message  to  the  nation, 
we  ought  to  deliver  it,  as  far  as  lies  in  our 
power,  to  the  whole  nation.  We  are  doing 
much  along  these  lines ; with  larger  means 
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we  could  do  much  more ; how  much  shall 
be  done  it  is  for  the  friends  of  the  cause  to 
say. 

4.  A crisis  of  extraordinary  importance 
has  been  precipitated  by  the  recent  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Nebraska, 
against  the  reading  of  the  Bible  and  the 
offering  of  prayer  in  the  public  schools. 
The  certainty  that  this  decision  will  be 
appealed  to  as  a precedent,  as  the  Wiscon- 
sin decision  has  been,  and  the  probability 
that,  if  it  be  allowed  to  stand,  it  will  be 
followed  by  similar  decisions  in  other 
States;  the  hope  of  securing  an  early  re- 
versal of  this  decision,  and  the  necessity 
meanwhile  of  making  an  effective  protest 
against  it  in  the  State  of  Nebraska  and 
throughout  the  Union,  constitute  such  an 
emergency  and  such  an  opportunity  as 
have  never  confronted  us  before.  Thought- 
ful minds  will  be  quick  to  feel  the  obliga- 
tion which  at  such  a time  devolves  upon 
those  who  perceive  that  in  this  question  is 
involved  the  whole  question  of  the  re- 
lation of  the  nation  to  God,  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  the  moral  law. 

These  considerations  supplement  and 
enforce  the  appeal  of  the  National  Reform 
Association,  issued  some  weeks  ago,  for 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
work  of  the  current  year, 

SABBATH  OBSERVANCE. 

The  New  Castle  News  thus  reports  a 
sermon  on  the  Claims  of  the  Sabbath,  de- 
livered in  Epworth  Church,  December  14, 
1902,  by  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe,  pastor  of  Oil 
Creek  Congregation  and  State  Secretary 
of  the  American  Sabbath  Union : 

Sabbath  law  has  been  given  to  all  man- 
kind as  an  eternal  and  immutable  neces- 
sity, and  is  not  subject  to  change  by  the 
will  of  man.  For  or  against  must  be  the 
attitude  of  "all  in  the  settlement  of  this 
burning  question.  Like  the  other  nine 
unchangeable  statutes  of  the  decalogue,  it 


will  remain  in  force  through  all  time  to 
manifest  the  wisdom  and  love  and  perfect 
righteousness 'of  the  Lord  of  the  Sabbath. 

The  God  of  infinite  love  who  made  man 
in  the  beginning,  gave  him  a Sabbath  for 
communion  and  fellowship  with  his  Crea- 
tor, and  when  men  fell  that  Sabbath  was 
made  obligatory  in  the  work  of  sanctifica- 
tion and  advancement  in  the  divine  life. 
“Verily  My  Sabbaths  ye  shall  keep,  for  I 
am  the  Lord  that  doth  sanctify  you.”  If 
there  is  no  Sabbath  keeping,  then  there 
is  no  sanctification,  and  if  there  is  no 
sanctification,  then  there  is  no  faith  that 
works  by  love  and  purifies  the  heart,  and 
this  lacking,  there  is  no  salvation,  for 
“without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord.” 

The  startling  question  that  confronts 
the  pulpit  and  membership  of  the  Church 
in  the  opening  days  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury is  that  Sabbath  breaking  is  a sin 
against  God,  and  endangers  the  perma- 
nency of  this  great  republic  by  starting 
about  90  per  cent,  of  the  criminals  of  the 
country  in  their  career  of  crime  and 
shame. 

In  this  great  crisis  the  Church  is  under 
obligation  to  help  men  to  keep  the  Sabbath 
bv  teaching  the  appalling  danger  of  the 
heinous  sin  of  presumptuous  Sabbath  des- 
ecration in  all  its  multiplied  forms  of 
iniquity,  and  must  not  be  turned  aside 
from  her  duty  by  the  demands  of  seven- 
day  commercialism  or  seven-day  dissipa- 
tion. 

Her  mission  is  not  simply  conservative, 
but  aggressive.  With  a fidelity  born  out 
of  consecrated  obedience,  proclamation 
should  be  made  to  all  men  that  the  aggra- 
vated sin  of  loving  money  and  pleasure 
better  than  God;  of  shortening  human 
life  by  seven-day  toil  and  seven-day  dis- 
sipation; of  sacrilegiously  appropriating 
a holy  day  to  secular  and  carnal  purposes 
and  mischievously  publishing  to  the  world 
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that  all  this  criminality  is  a necessity  of 
our  modern  civilization  in  order  to  live, 
is  an  arrant  falsehood  of  the  most  danger- 
ous kind  and  must  end  in  the  gall  of  bit- 
terness and  the  bond  of  iniquity. 

The  redeemed  Church  in  the  beautiful 
relation  of  bride,  the  Lamb’s  wife,  must 
not  disgrace  herself  and  dishonor  her  Lord 
and  Master,  by  allowing  such  falsehood  to 
go  unchallenged,  and  must  teach  that  the 
most  honored  and  most  exalted  privilege 
of  being  a Christian  is  not  to  be  be- 
smirched and  disgraced  and  dishonored 
by  asking  the  servants  of  sin  for  daily 
bread,  or  being  subject  in  any  way  to  the 
bond  slavery  of  Satan.  “Godliness  is 
profitable  unto  all  things,  having  the 
promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  that 
which  is  to  come.”  And  the  Christian 
must  take  no  thought  what  he  shall  eat 
or  what  he  shall  drink,  or  wherewithal  he 
shall  be  clothed,  when  sin  is  the  price  to 
be  paid,  and  ought  to  know  that  the  Fa- 
ther of  Lights,  from  whom  we  receive  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,  does  not  ask  any 
child  of  God  to  dishonor  God  and  pollute 
his  own  soul  by  getting  his  daily  bread 
from  either  godless  corporations  that  op- 
press the  poor  or  any  other  servant  of 
Satan  that  presumptuously  tramples  un- 
der foot  the  divine  law. 

AN  EVIL  FAMILY. 

— The  following  article  is  a clipping 
handed  to  us  for  publication  many  months 
or  perhaps  years  ago.  It  is  evidently  an 
editorial  from  the  New  York  Tribune,  of 
which  we  are  unable  to  give  the  date. — 

The  problem  so  voluminously  discussed 
by  M.  Zola  in  his  Rougon-Macquart  series 
has  been  reduced  to  cold  statistics  by  Pro- 
fessor Peellmann.  of  the  University  of 
Bonn.  He  has  been  investigating  the  lives 
and  characters  of  the  descendants  of  a 
woman  who  was  a confirmed  drunkard, 
and  who  died  early  in  the  present  century. 


The  five  or  six  generations  of  her  direct 
posterity  number,  to  date,  834  persons. 
Of  these,  he  has  ascertained  the  record  of 
no  less  than  709.  He  reports  that  10G  of 
them  were  of  illegitimate  birth,  162  were 
professional  beggars,  64  were  inmates  of 
almshouses,  181  women  made  a trade  of 
un chastity,  76  were  convicted  of  serious 
crimes,  and  7 were  condemned  for  murder. 
The  total  cost  to  the  State  of  caring  for 
these  paupers  and  punishing  the  criminals, 
and  the  amounts  privately  given  in  alms 
and  lost  through  theft,  are  reckoned  at 
$1,260,000,  or  more  than  $12,500  a year. 
Truly  an  expensive  family. 

On  the  face  of  it,  this  is  a strong  case 
for  the  theory 1 of  heredity.  It  by  no 
means  proves  it,  however.  It  is  entirely 
possible  that  the  parents  of  this  mother 
of  evil-doers  may  have  been  persons  of 
irreproachable  morals.  It  is  also  possible 
that  among  the  834  descendants  there  were 
not  a few  of  high  character.  The  question 
of  environment  must  be  considered  as  well. 
When  a child  is  born  and  brought  up  in 
the  slums,  with  vicious  and  criminal  sur- 
roundings, habituated  daily  to  all  sorts 
of  evil,  and,  indeed,  compelled  by  necessity 
and  by  senior  authority  to  participate  in  it, 
we  need  not  go  so  far  afield  as  to  its  an- 
cestors to  seek  a reason  for  its  becoming 
a bad  man  or  woman.  A child  of  the 
purest  parentage  would  probably,  in  such 
circumstances,  grow  up  with  a strong  pre- 
disposition toward  sin.  On  the  other  hand 
it  is  entirely  conceivable  that  the  child  of 
professional  criminals,'  removed  at  tender 
years  to  honest  and  wholesome  surround- 
ings and  influences,  might  grow  up  to  be 
a most  exemplary  person. 

It  is  not  prudent  to  generalize  too  posi- 
tively and  sweepingly  upon  such  matters. 
Men  are  not  always  and  altogether  what 
either  heredity  or  environment  has  made 
them.  But  both  of  those  forces  are  un- 
doubtedly potent,  so  potent  as  to  deserve 
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the  most  careful  consideration  in  the  great 
work  of  dealing  with  pauperism,  vice  and 
crime.  To  what  extent  they  may  one  day 
be  controlled  by  law,  it  would  be  hazard- 
ous to  speculate.  With  the  one  it  would 
certainly  be  a delicate  and  difficult  matter 
to  deal.  To  deny  to  any  portion  of  the 
community  the  right  to  “multiply  and  re- 
plenish the  earth”  would  be  an  extreme 
measure,  to  be  taken  only  with  the  utmost 
discretion.  Yet,  surely,  the  State  must 
have  authority  to  protect  itself  in  some 
way  from  the  infliction  upon  it  of  such  a 
literal  “generation  of  vipers”  as  that  cited 
by  Professor  Peellmann.  So  far  as  envi- 
ronment is  concerned,  there  need  be  less 
hesitation.  The  slums,  which  are  the 
breeding-places  of  vice  and  crime,  should 
be  abolished  “for  the  good  of  the  people,” 
and  the  children  of  the  slums  who  now 
exist  and  suffer  should  be,  by  every  law- 
ful means  within  our  power,  rescued  and 
redeemed  from  surroundings  which  mean 
physical  and  moral  death.  It  would  be 
interesting  and  most  instructive,  were  it 
possible,  for  the  painstaking  Bonn  profes- 
sor to  supplement  his  statistics  with  others, 
showing  what  attempts,  if  any,  were  made 
to  reclaim  these  hundreds  of  miserables 
from  sin-inducing  surroundings  and  to  give 
them  not  only  a chance  but  practical  en- 
couragement and  assistance  toward  better 
walks  of  life. 

MODERN  MIRACLES,  OR  THINGS  I 
HAVE  SEEN. 

Truly,  the  age  of  miracles  is  not  yet 
past.  Will  you  let  me  tell  you  of  two 
among  the  many  of  the  present  day? 

Gideon  was  an  old  man,  a native  of 
Onitsha,  a town  on  the  River  Niger,  West 
Africa.  He  suffered  for  many  years  from 
an  ulcerated  leg,  and  one  day  he  had  a fall 
and  broke  the  other  leg.  The  missionary 
doctor  and  nurse  were  sent  for  and  imme- 
diately answered  the  summons ; but,  as  the 


fractured  limb  could  not  be  properly 
treated  in  his  little  mud  hut,  at  such  a 
distance,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  come 
to  a small  native  house  among  the  mission 
buildings,  which,  for  lack  of  something 
' better,  was  used  as  a hospital.  The  leg 
cured,  lie  returned  to  his  home;  but  he 
went  away  a richer  man  than  he  came.  He 
had  often  heard  the  Gospel  story,  but  only 
when  he  was  in  trouble  did  the  words  come 
to  him  with  power.  Immediately  on  go- 
ing out  from  the  hospital  he  joined  the 
Inquirers’  Class,  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore he  said  he  was  ready  to  give  up  his 
idols,  'and  wished  for  baptism.  He  was 
told  it  would  be  good  to  destroy  his  idols, 
and  I can  see  the  old  man  seated  on  his 
mat,  the  axe  in  his  hand,  his  whole  frame 
trembling,  and  the  dreaded  hideous  wood- 
en idol  before  him,  his  wife,  who  was  a 
Christian,  almost  fearing  to  look  on  while 
such  a daring  act  was  perpetrated.  Can 
you  wonder  that  the  first  blow  was  too  fee- 
ble to  do  Ikenga,  for  this  was  the  name  of 
that  special  idol,  any  harm?  But  he  was 
encouraged  to  try  again,  and  the  second 
attempt  severed  a limb,  after  which,  no 
evil  consequences  resulting,  the  work  of 
demolition  was  continued  with  such 
energy  and  good  eifect  that  it  was  feared 
by  the  onlookers  that  not  even  a remnant 
would  be  spared  to  carry  off  as  a trophy. 
All  other  idols  and  heathenish  treasures 
were  treated  in  the  same  manner,  even  to 
the  old  medicine  pot,  the  filthy  contents 
of  which  were  ignominiously  poured  out 
on  to  the  road. 

Was  not  Gideon  a suitable  name  for 
such  a man  ? He  was  so  happy  when  he 
was  baptized,  and  he  remained  faithful  to 
the  end. 

Miracle  No.  2.  I heard  the  other  day  of 
a man  going  to  a mission  hospital  and  ask- 
ing for  medicine  for  bad  temper,  because 
his  wife,  who  went  to  the  hospital  with  a 
bad  temper,  had  come  home  with  a good 
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one,  and  he  thought  the  medicine  that  had 
done  so  much  for  the  wife  might  benefit 
him  also. 

And  other  such  mighty  deeds  God  is 
able  and  willing — nay,  more  than  that — 
He  is  longing,  to  work  in  us  and  by  us. 
He  is  able  to  convince  that  sinner  with 
whom  we  have  been  pleading  for  many 
years.  He  is  able  to  make  light  shine 
through  the  darkness  of  ignorance  and  su- 
perstition. He  is  able  to  give  strength  to 
the  weak.  He  is  able  to  cure  that  violent 
temper  or  other  evil  thing  in  us  against 
which  we  have  been  struggling  for  so  long. 
He  is  able  to  make  you  and  me  be  unto 
Him  “for  a name,  and  for  a praise,  and 
for  a glory/’  if  we  will  hear.  (Jer.  13: 
11.) 

Are  we  tempted  to  say,  “How  can  these 
things  be  ?”  And  to  this  question  there  is 
only  one  answer,  Because  He  is  All- 
mighty.  In  one  heathen  language,  where 
the  word  Almighty  has  no  equivalent,  it 
has  been  expressed  by  words  which,  liter- 
ally translated,  are,  Able  to  do  all  things. 

Do  we  believe  this — you  and  I ? — L.  M. 
M.,  in  Life  and  Work. 


“ Noble  souls,  through  dust  and  heat 
Rise  from  disaster  and  defeat 
The  stronger  ; 

And,  conscious  still  of  the  divine 
Within  them,  lie  on  earth  supine 
No  longer.” 


CHRIST  OUR  SAVIOUR. 

Our  Saviour,  ’tis  of  Thee, 

Thy  yoke  is  liberty — 

Of  Thee  we’ll  sing. 

Thou  who  hast  bled  and  died 
Thereby  our  sins  to  hide, 

And  draw  us  to  Thy  side — 

To  Thee  we  sing. 

Ourselves  and  all  to  Thee 
We  give  with  hearts  most  free, 

Thee  now  we  love. 

We  love  Thy  word  which  tells 
Of  those  eternal  hills. 

Where  Christ  our  Saviour  dwells 
In  jo}rs  above. 

Let  praises  fill  the  breast 
Of  those  who  know  it  best, 
Redemption’s  song. 

And  let  our  tongues  awake. 

Let  all  that  breathe  partake. 

Let  rocks  their  silence  break — 

The  praise  prolong. 

Our  Father’s  God,  to  Thee, 

Fount  of  all  liberty. 

To  Thee  we  sing. 

0 may  our  hearts  shine  bright 
With  Thine  own  holy  light, 

And  keep  us  by  Thy  might, 

Our  God  and  King. 

Robert  McNeill. 


Do  you  know  how  many  books  are  in  the  Bible  ? You  once  knew,  but  have 
forgotten  ? Let  me  tell  you  one  good  way  to  remember,  so  as  never  to  forget. 
First,  write  down  the  words  “Old  Testament.”  Now,  how  many  letters  are  in  the 
word  “Old”?  Three.  How  many  in  the  word  “Testament”?  Nine.  Put  three 
and  nine  together  and  yon  have  thirty-nine — the  number  of  books  in  the  Old 
Testament.  Next  write  down  the  words  ‘ ‘ New  Testament.”  There  are  also  in  ‘ 1 New” 
and  “Testament”  three  and  nine  letters.  Now,  multiply  three  by  nine  and  you 
have  twenty-seven — the  number  of  books  in  the  New  Testament.  Of  course,  by 
adding  thirty-nine  and  twenty-seven,  you  have  sixty-six — the  number  of.  books  in 
the  Bible.  Any  boy  or  girl  who  will  read  this  over  twice  will  never  forget  how 
many  books  arc  in  the  Bible. — Presbyterian. 
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— Olive  Trees  is  glad  to  report  many 
renewals  last  month  lor  1903  with  appre- 
ciative references  to  its  value  as  a mission- 
arv  agency.  The  yearly  subscription  is 
50  cents  to  Canada  and  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  except  Manhattan,  where 
it  is  published,  and  where  the  price,  to 
cover  special  postage,  must  be  75  cents, 
the  same  as  to  foreign  countries.  Address 
R.  M..  SoMMERVILLE, 

327  W.  56th  St., 

New  York. 

— Olive  Trees  wishes  all  its  readers  a 
Happy  New  Year,  and,  that  this  may  be 
their  precious  experience,  it  solicits  their 
hearty  co-operation  in  promoting  the  mis- 
sionary operations  of  the  Church.  The 
measure  of  Christian  happiness  is  the  ex- 
tent to  which  we  devote  ourselves  directly 
and  indirectly  to  the  work  of  making 
Christ  known  to  others.  Not  merely  as 
the  necessary  result  of  serving  Him,  but 
in  the  service  there  is  happiness  that  can- 
not be  found  anywhere  else.  It  must  have 
been  an  hour  of  great  joy  to  Mr.  Marconi 
when  he  was  able  to  announce  that  his  ef- 
forts to  send  wireless  messages  from  Nova 
Scotia  to  England  were  so  completely  suc- 
cessful that  the  moment  the  key  was  de- 
pressed at  Glace  Bay  there  was  a response 
from  the  receiver  at  Cornwall.  How  much 
greater  must  be  the  joy  of  Christian  men 
and  women,  when  they  have  found  that 
constant  communication  is  secured  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth,  through  the  doing 
of  the  Lord’s  will ! There  is  wireless  teleg- 
raphy in  the  spiritual  world  that  glad- 
dens the  heart  of  the  discoverer. 

— Special  attention  is  called  to  the  ap- 
peal on  page  25.  In  that  paper  the  min- 
isters who  represent  the  Reformed  Presby- 


terian Church  on  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  National  Reform  Association 
record  their  opinions  as  to  its  claims  to 
loyal  support  in  this  hour  of  our  national 
i:i  story.  None  are  so  well  qualified  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  as  these  men,  some  of 
whom  have  devoted  the  energies  of  their 
best  years  to  this  form  of  service.  The 
story  of  their  self-denying  efforts  is  a 
story  that  cannot  but  appeal  to  all  who  are 
loyal  to  the  crown  of  Christ  the  Lord. 

— Olive  Trees  is  unable  to  give  its 
readers  a report  of  the  National  Confer- 
ence on  the  Christian  Principles  of  Civil 
Government  and  the  Dangers  and  Duty 
of  the  Nation,  held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  No- 
vember 18-20,  1902.  Brief  references 
to  the  meeting  in  other  papers  indicate 
that  it  was  successful  in  every  respect. 
The  discussion  of  such  themes,  “Our  Na- 
tional Christianity : Its  Bearing  on  Spir- 
itual Interests,”  “Public  Education  as  Re- 
lated to  Morals  and  Religion,”  “The  Ex- 
pression of  Our  National  Christianity  in 
Fundamental  Law,”  etc.,  by  men  who  have 
made  these  questions  a lile-study  cannot 
fail  to  quicken  the  community  and  lead 
thinking  men  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
only  remedy  for  existing  evils  is  a recogni- 
tion of  Christ  and  His  law  in  the  national 
charter.  The  urgent  need  of  this  nation 
is  to  confess  Christ  as  its  Saviour  and 
King. 

At  the  inauguration  of  the  National 
Reform  movement,  the  members  of  the  As- 
sociation were  largely  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  but  for  some 
years  it  has  been  interdenominational  in 
its  character.  Representatives  from  all 
branches  of  the  Christian  Church  are  to 
be  found  at  its  annual  gatherings  and  local 
conventions,  and  are  preaching  in  their 
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pulpits  and  from  lecture  platforms  the 
crown  of  Christ.  The  most  recent  illus- 
tration that  has  come  to  our  attention  is 
a sermon  delivered  at  a Union  service  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  in  Montclair,  N.  J. 
The  preacher  was  Rev.  C.  D.  Case,  D.D., 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and 
his  subject,  “The  Ideal  Thanksgiving,” 
based  on  the  words,  “Giving  thanks  always 
for  all  things  unto  God  and  the  Father, 
in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 
(Eph.  5:  20.)  Among  other  things  he 
said,  as  reported  in  the  Montclair  Times, 
Nov.  29,  1902:  “The  third  characteristic 
of  ideal  thankfulness  is  that  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pressed for  ‘all  things/  The  word  thank- 
ful is  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  word  ‘Then- 
can,’  literally,  thinkful.  So  the  thankful 
man  must  be  the  thoughtful  man. 

“Some  of  these  particular  blessings 
should  be  named  to-day.  We  are  thankful 
for  national  blessings.  Religion  is  an  in- 
dividual matter,  but  God  also  deals  with 
the  nation  as  a nation.  God  has  deter- 
mined for  the  nation  the  times  before  ap- 
pointed, and  the  bounds  of  their  habita- 
tion. By  virtue  of  first  claim,  this  land 
belongs  to  God.  Perhaps  our  only  danger 
has  been  to  consider  that  our  nation  had 
special  claim  upon  God,  or  that  we  were 
the  voungest  and  pet  child  of  His  Provi- 
dence. If  so,  we  are  not  the  only  nation 
that  has  been  so  foolish.  When  Amos 
preached  his  sermons  to  the  Northern 
Kingdom,  the  one  lesson  that  -he  repeated 
constantly  was  that  the  sins  which  God 
punished  in  other  nations,  he  would  pun- 
ish in  Israel. 

“We  are  blessed  as  a nation — Tie  hath 
not  dealt  so  with  any  nation,’  and  yet  our 
very  thankfulness  should  cause  us  to  be 
more  worthy  of  the  God  we  serve. 

“We  are  also  thankful  for  what  we  are 
pleased  to  call  temporal  blessings.  We 
pray,  ‘Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,’ 
but  are  apt  to  think  in  our  prosperity  that 


God  is  not  immediately  concerned.  ‘Is  not 
this  great  Babylon  which  I have  built,5 
says  Nebuchadrezzar,  T>y  the  might  of 
my  power  and  for  the  glory  of  my  ma- 
jesty?’ The  bread  we  raise  in  the  grain 
is  no  less  divinely  given  than  if  it  were 
like  the  manna  of  old,  or  the  bread  divided 
among  five  thousand. 

“We  are  also  to  thank  God  for  spiritual 
blessings.  Even  the  attainments  which 
result  from  our  own  personal  endeavor  are 
brought  about  by  the  divinely  imparted 
strength.  ‘Work  out  your  own  salvation,’ 
says  Paul,  but  he  immediately  adds  as  the 
source  of  power,  ‘for  it  is  God  that  works 
within  you  both  to  do  and  to  will  of  Ilis 
good  pleasure.’  We  think  most  of  all  cf 
blessings  which  require  from  us  only  re- 
ceptiveness, but  forget  the  achievements  of 
life  which  are  only  gained,  but  the  indwell- 
ing of  God.  The  will  is  ours,  but  God 
energizes  our  wills;  the  work  is  ours,  but 
God  works  the  working. 

“The  fourth  characteristic  of  the  ideal 
thankfulness  is  that  it  is  expressed  to  God 
and  given  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

“Thanksgiving  Day  is  a national  pro- 
test against  pantheism,  for  God  is  per- 
sonal; against  agnosticism*  for  God  is 
known ; against  paganism,  for  God  is 
good;  against  pessimism,  for  God  is  not 
fate.  The  world  is  not  in  the  hands  of 
the  devil.  ‘Every  good  and  perfect  gift 
cometh  down  from  above  from  the  Father 
of  light.’  God  both  is  and  is  the  rewarder 
of  them  that  diligently  seek  Him — that  is 
He  is  both  able  and  willing  to  help. 

“The  world  was  made  by  the  Word  who 
was  made  flesh.  All  things  consist  in 
Him.  Man  puts  on  nature  the  word  Taw,’ 
but  the  ages  will  wash  it  away  and  leave 
the  name  of  Christ.  . In  addition,  under  a 
Christian  dispensation,  all  approach  to 
God  is  to  be  through  Christ.  For  years 
the  late  Dr.  A.  M.  Milligan,  of  Allegheny, 
was  accustomed  annually  to  write  a letter 
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to  the  President  asking  him  to  make 
recognition  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  his 
Thanksgiving  Proclamation;  urging  that 
there  was  no  approach  to  the  Father  or 
acceptable  worship  except  through  the  Sen. 
We  may  differ  about  the  insertion  of  these 
words  in  the  Proclamation,  but  we  will 
not  differ  in  recognizing  Christ  as  the  Me- 
diator of  the  world.” 

— Since  last  report  Olive  Trees  has  re- 
ceived from  the  young  women  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  towards  the 
salary  of  their  missionary  for  1903  the 
following  contributions : 

L.  M.  Society  of  Miller’s  Run,  through 
Miss  M.  McCoy,  McDonald,  Pa. $12  50 
Miss  Maggie  E.  Atcheson,  Olathe, 

Kan 3 65 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Pitblado,  Boston,  Mass.  5 50 
The  following  contribution  has  also 
been  received  from  ministers  towards  the 
salary  of  their  missionary  for  1903 : 

Rev.  T.  J.  Allen,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  $5  00 


Finance  has  been  one  of  the  burdens  of  the  Church  since  the  days  of  the  apostles, 
when  they  found  it  wise  to  give  over  to  the  deacons  the  “ serving  of  tables,  ” that 
their  entire  time  might  be  given  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Missionary  societies 
have  this  finance  problem  too,  in  common  with  the  apostles.  Deficit  is  one  of  the 
commonest  and  wocfulest  words  for  the  missionary  treasurer  to  hear.  The  Swedish 
Evangelical  Missionary  Board  of  Chicago  was  facing  a debt  of  $20,000  when  their 
missionaries  in  Alaska  discovered  the  now  famous  Cape  Nome  gold  mines,  “ staked  a 
claim”  for  the  society,  and  in  one  summer  dug  up  $15,000  in  gold.  The  deficit 
was  wiped  out  and  new  work  taken  up.  Well  may  we  exclaim,  “ Mission  history 
reads  like  romance!  ” — Selected. 


“Is  it  true  that  in  these  big  corporations,  other  things  being  equal,  the  man  is 
promoted  who  neither  drinks  nor  smokes?”  asked  General  Wheeler  of  Schwab,  head 
of  the  great  steel  combine.  Mr.  Schwab  answered  that  that  is  the  invariable  rule  in 
dealing  with  the  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  employees  under  him.  “When  two 
men,”  he  said,  “are  otherwise  equal,  the  one  that  does  not  drink  or  smoke  is  the 
more  valuable.” 

The  British  Empire  contains  a population  of  350,000,000.  Of  these  240,000,000 
are  heathen  and  60,000,000  are  Mohammedan.  That  is  to  say,  only  one-seventh  of 
the  King’s  subjects  are  even  nominally  Christian — Christian  Leader. 


— When  sending  renewals,  a few  days 
ago,  for  thirty-five  subscribers  and  her 
yearly  offering  towards  the  salary  of  the 
Young  Women’s  Missionary,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Pitblado,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  enclosed  seven 
dollars  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund, 
which  have  been  passed  on  to  the  Treas- 
urer. 

— Olive  Trees  has  also  received  for  the 
Foreign  Missions  and  passed  on  to  the 
Treasurer  five  dollars  from  John  and 
Catharine  Jane  Robison,  of  .Dresden, 
Ohio,  and  fifty  cents  from  Mrs.  James 
Williams,  of  New  York. 

— During  the  last  three  months  of  1902 
we  received,  for  the  work  with  which  Dr. 
John  G.  Paton  is  identified  in  the  New 
Hebrides,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  dol- 
lars through  Mr.  William  R.  Moodv  of 
East  Northfield,  Mass.,  and  thirty -five  dol- 
lars from  Mr.  T.  B.  Jackson,  Rockford, 
Illinois. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESB  Y TOUAN^QIUR.C  H 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.... 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Sabbath  Schools  can  have  It  for  $2.00  and  13  cents  for  postage. 
ADDRESS 

OLIVE  TREES.  327  West  56th  Street.  New  York. 


r\  TPT\TTPT7  A PHT  T TPH  TP  The  only  College  in  the 
VjrJlliN  III  V A UUljljJljLxJll.  U.  S.  under  control  of  the 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  O.  S. 

NEW  COURSES,  Our  papers  accepted  at  Columbia,  Princeton,  Cornell,  Michigan 

NEW  FACILITIES,  University.  Better  work  is  being  done,  year  by  year. 

NEW  BUILDINGS,  Children  of  Clergymen  Have  Tuition  at  Half  Rates. 

Write  for  particulars  to 

W.  P.  JOHNSTON,  Pres. 

BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. 


WILLIAM  B.  JENKINS, 
Publisher,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer, 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS. 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AYENUE, 

*.  W.  Cor.  of  18th  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

CARD  BXGRAVING,  STAMPIXG,  WEDDING  INVITITIOSS, 
noTUBEs  Aisrra  vioturei  FBaMiNa. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


Telephone,  2700  Franklin  Established  1860 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and  .... 
Manufacturing  Stationers 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET 

NEW  YORK 


MACKEOWN’S 

EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS  for  SPECTACLES. 

NEW  YORK: 

24  EAST  42d  STREET,  Branch,  16  JOHN  STREET, 

Telephone,  664S-38th  St.  Telephone,  956-Cortlandt. 

The  downtown  branch  will  he  a great  convenience  to 
many  of  our  patrons  who  find  it  difficult  to  come  to  our 
uptown  rooms,  and  especially  to  those  who  travel  by 
the  downtown  ferries. 

Glasses  made  at  one  place  can  be  duplicated  or  re- 
paired at  the  other,  either  by  mail,  telegram  or  ’phone. 

J.  J.  MACKEOWN. 

WPITF  JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  (P.  O. 

^ Box  1022),  when  you  want  the  following  COVE- 

=====  NANTER  LITERATURE: 

PSALTERS,  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION  PSALMS. 

BOOK  OF  TESTIMONY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

COVENANT  AND  PASTORAL  LETTER. 

MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

professors  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE 

ohMINARY. 

PSALM  SELECTIONS  FOR  CONVENTIONS  AND  SCHOOLS. 


Robeht  L.  McClean,  Telephone,  1377 — 38th  St, 

WM.  MeCLEAN’S  SON, 

Funeral  Director,  . 

Licensed  Embaimer 

S69  SEVENTH  AVENUE, 

Bet.  both  and.  hist  Streets.  N E w YORK. 


Holiday  Goods 

REDUCED 


In  every  department  on  every  floor  there  are  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  useful  and  ornamental  articles  eminently  suitable  for 
presents — which  belong  particularly  to  the  holiday  season  and 
which  we  naturally  desire  to  close  out.  Instead  of  waiting  till 
later,  as  is  customary,  we  take  time  by  the  forelock  and  make  radical 
and  sweeping  reductions  now.  So  that  you  have  the  opportunity 
to  secure  any  number  of  elegant  gifts  AT  THE  LOWEST 
PRICES  EVER  QUOTED. 


CHINA  AND  AMERICAN  CUT  CLASS 
FANCY  GOODS,  DOLLS,  SILVER  NOVEL- 
TIES 

BRUSH,  COMB  AND  MIRROR  SETS 
FANCY  STATIONERY  AND  BOOKS 
HANDKERCHIEFS,  UMBRELLAS,  Etc.,  Etc. 

Sixth  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  N.  y. 


